IND 
281. 
977299 
SAIN 


SAINT SAVA SERBIAN ORTHOD 


VISITOR'S 


il | | 
| \ ie | ; 
tH | | 
| | | | 
lee 
miss? Sie | . 
Bait ate 
Se ed 
| Gee 
aie 
| | : 
ie cl cedea | or ell oa | 
Eee Ae (|| eee 


SAINT SAVA SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH 
VISITOR’S GUIDE 


LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


3 3113 02912 1862 


ef 

” 

” 
3 
rid 
td 
pe 
ae 

® 
” 
. 
F 


VISITOR’S GUIDE 

Saint Sava Serbian Orthodox Church 
9191 Mississippi Street 

Merrillville, IN 46410 

(219) 736-9191 


Published with the Blessing of 

His Grace Right Reverend Longin, 

Bishop of the Serbian Orthodox Diocese 
~ of America and Canada, 

N@w Gracaflica Metropolitanate 

First Printing in | the year poe 


VISITOR'S GUIDE Contibifors 
.. Very Reverend Father Jovan Todorovich, Parish Priest 
Michael Galich, Executive Board President 
___ Theodore Erceg 
== Annette. Karan. 
Gordon, and. Par 
»Jon Bir, John Giolas Studios, "Photograghs 


* Darlene Sever, Photographs 
: “John Bonich, Photographs 
Mike Sujdovic, Photographs 


VISITOR'S GUIDE Design 
ena Galich, Studio Kajc 


WELCOME 


Welcome to Saint Sava Serbian Orthodox Church of 
Merrillville, Indiana. The purpose of this treatise is fo F 
introduce you to the meaning of this holy institution, 


erected to the glory of the One Holy, Consubstantial, 


was founded in 1915 at 20th and Connecticut Streets in 

Gary, Indiana. Its second location moved north to 13th é 
and Connecticut streets and fulfilled the growing parish 
need for a larger facility that was more centrally located. 
Dedicated in 1939, that building remained intact until an- 
all-consuming fire leveled it in 1978. Without any lapse in 
the Church’s liturgical services, worship resumed in a chapel. 
quickly constructed in the Serbian Hall in Hobart, Indiana. 


Our present church was built on 140 acres at 9191 
Mississippi Street in Merrillville, land purchased by the 
Church-School Congregation following the fire. During 
the interim years of 1978 through 1991, while the 
Liturgy was still being performed in the Chapel, the 
Priest and the Church Board undertook plans to finance 
and erect the what would be the “church of our dreams’ 
in a “once-in-a-lifetime endeavor’. That seed having 
been planted, it gave birth to an ideal that included 
every church organization. Building and finance pro- 
fessionals helped to nurture the seed and guide its 
growth. It flowered as our unsolicited volunteers weed 
their labor-intensive work which epitomized God's truth 
that “faith without work is dead’. All contributed their 
time, knowledge, talent and money to the church that 


would glorify God in the Divine Liturgy. 


We are grateful to our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ for 
the strength with which He empowered His servants fo real- 
ize the splendor of God's love in our Saint Sava Church. 


Very Reverend Father Jovan Todorovich, Parish Priest 
Michael Galich, President 
Saint Sava Serbian Orthodox Church Board 


Saint Sava Serbian Orthodox Church was designed & 
to conform with the spirit of Orthodox teaching. = 
According to Orthodox belief, God is eternal King. i 
Hence the church building, which is the sacred home 38 
for the worship of God, should be royal in every = 
aspect. Orthodox Christians have always built their 
churches with that in mind and have always put into & 
the church everything that they regarded as the best: 
the sturdiest building materials, the most beautiful VD 
adornments and the most costly utensils and vest- @ 
ments they could afford. If they were not wealthy > 
enough fo use pure gold, silver, and precious stones, 
ney used imitations. Earthly royal splendor has always § 


served as a pattern for thie expression of heavenly 


glory. Orthodox church buildings are designed with 
the intention to make God, the Heavenly Kingdom and 
Salvation seem sensibly real and present. 


Orthodox churches have strict guidelines they must 
follow when building a church. The structure of 
church buildings is usually in the design of a ship or 
a cross. The ship plan resembles and signifies the ark 
of Noah in which he and his family were saved from 
the flood, while the cross plan reminds Christians of 
the Cross upon which Jesus Christ was crucified. Strict 
Orthodox Church guidelines detail that the length of 
the building must run parallel to the east-west line, 
so that the church sanctuary is always facing east. 
Saint John of Damascus (d.753) affirms that it is an 
Apostolic Tradition to worship facing east. The main 
entrance to the church is always through the western 
portal. Most churches have two side doors, the north- 


ern and the southern, and Saint Sava Church was built 


in accordance to all these traditions. 


Byzantine architecture evolved from the Roman in the 
6th century. The most popular Byzantine plan is a 
cross pattern in a square. The building is topped by a 
cupola, a cylindrical or polygonal drum covered with 
a dome, with narrow arched windows cut all around 
the concave space. Oftentimes in Byzantine architec- 
ture, the central dome is surrounded by several 
smaller cupolas on a lower level. Crosses embellish 
the top of every dome and belfry, signifying the 
church is glorification of the Crucified Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. A great number of Serbian 
churches and monasteries have been built in the 
Byzantine style. Originality is expressed both in the 
design and the ornamentation, and no two churches 
are alike. Every church can be unique within tradi- 
tional guidelines. Saint Sava in Merrillville was pat- 
terned after the church in Topola, Serbia, but differs 


with its columns and its west-facing windows. 


 HETROPOLITAN RINEY- BISHOP BASIL-VERY REVEREND FATHER JOVAN TODOROVICH (RIGHT TO LEFT 
DURING THE CONSECRATION CEREMONY THE HOLY TABLE IS COVERED, MAY 19,1991 
All church buildings must be consecrated by a bishop 
before a Divine Liturgy can be celebrated. When a 
church is consecrated or christened, Kumovi (sponsors) 
are chosen. Glisho Rapaich, Michael and Yvonne 
Galich served as Kumovi to Saint Sava Church. Every 
Orthodox Church is dedicated to a Holy Event in 
the life of Jesus Christ; to the Most Pure Mother of 
God; to the Holy Trinity; to the Archangels Michael or 
Gabriel; to the Holy Apostles or to a Saint or Martyr 
for Jesus Christ. 


ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN 


2 


The church of Saint Sava in Merrillville is a magnifi- 


cent edifice which attracts great interest. People who i 


see it from a distance are drawn to visit it personally. 


Serbian. churches. are.built.in.any.of four.architectural 
types modeled in the Byzantine style. Ours is a like- % 
ness of the Oplenac Church in Topola, Serbia, which 
is the Morava style of architecture. In planning it, we 
preserved the original model and its general charac- 
teristics of style and beauty, with additional attributes 
more practical to serve the religious needs of an 
American parish. The use of steel eliminated the need 
for interior columns in the nave; the altar and solea 
areas were expanded, and the Baptismal font and 
choir loft were placed at the west side. The south wing 
houses our church school, while our administrative 
offices are in the north wing. Handicapped accessible 
ramps are located at all doors. With minor changes, 
we strived to maintain the unique beauty of the 
Oplenac Church design. 


For the technically-minded, the church is 100 feet long 
by 60 feet wide. It seats about 400 persons with room 
for an additional 100 standing. The entire church com- 
plex is 367 feet long. The principal materials are 
American-made steel manufactured in Lake County, 
Indiana, Indiana limestone from Bedford, and Appa- 
lachian oak wood throughout. The concrete foundation 
ranges from 20 to 36 inches wide, and the church walls 
are 20 inches thick of solid masonry. The cross on the 
central cupola rests 97 feet above the ground. 


There are five domes above the roof. Each dome rep- 
resents a point of the cross so that when viewed from 
the air, the church is a cruciform and the major cupola 
is at the center. The north and south wings extend 
from the main line of the building so that with the 
church at its center, a viewer on Mississippi Street 
may visualize a great host greeting his guests with 
wide spread arms. The Gospel teaches that Christ as 
the Head of the Church calls on us, “Come to me, all 
of you who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give 
you rest.” (Matthew 11:20). 


CHURCH BELLS 


Bells were first used in churches around the second 
a half of the sixth century, first in Italy then in France. 
) In 865 AD, the Venetian Prince Patrice sent twelve 
J brass bells, made in the village of Campania, to 
Constantinople, as a gift to the Greek King Michael 
(842-867). It was then that the practice of using bells 
in church was introduced to Byzantium. King Michael 
built a tower for the bells near the Saint Sophia 
Church, and, ever since, bells have been used in var- 
ious Orthodox Church services especially during the 
Holy Liturgy. The bells of Saint Sava Church are 


located in the western cupola. 


The resonant sound of pealing bells has a great mean- 
ing for Eastern Orthodox Christians. They are the 
strongest voice carriers summoning all Christians to the 
House of God. Church bells can be compared to the 
silver trumpets in the Old Testament which announced 
the beginning of a feast, a new moon, or a period for 
fasting (Numbers 10:8-10). Thus, the bells announce the 
beginning of worship and its most meaningful parts to 
the faithful so that even those Christians who are not 


present are reminded of the service. 


Church bells represent gladness — the joy of the 
faithful because of the Resurrection of Christ, or of a 
special happy occasion in the family or community 
life. The solemn sepulchral toll of a single bell com- 
forts the family and relatives who are mourning the 
loss of a departed loved one. The Orthodox 
Christian, upon hearing the bells ring, makes the sign 
of the Holy Cross upon himself and by doing so, 
intensifies his prayers. 


Religious mosaics are deemed to be iconographic in # 


nature even though the techniques and materials = 
used by the artist differ from the painted icon. 
Nevertheless, religious mosaics maintain the connec- 1 
tion between that which appears physical but in truth 
always connects to that which is spiritual or that 
which is motivated by the Holy Spirit. 


Over the entrance is an icon of Christ as the Head of 
the Church, and an icon of Saint Sava, our parish 
Patron Saint. Above the south door of the church, in 
the atrium, is the icon of Saint Simeon, Saint Sava’s 


father. In the atrium, over the north door, is Saint 
Lazar, the sainted hero of Kosovo. REFER TO PAGE 9 


Above the doors that link the church to the two wings, 
on the west side, are icons of two courageous war- 
riors of Christ, who guard the north and south 
entrances. Over the north atrium door is the mosaic of 
the Great Martyr Saint George while over the south 
stands the Great Martyr Saint Demetrius. Mosaics on 
the east side atrium doors depict the two representa- 
tives of the heavenly body with Saint Archangel 
Michael to the north and the Angel of Resurrection 
from the Monastery Mileseva to the south. They never 
cease to glorify God, singing “Holy, Holy, Holy is the 
Lord of Sabbath,” and who also are admonishing the 
faithful entering church, “Attend! Stand Aright, Stand 
with Fear!” 


We link our past to the present age for a better future. 
The church is nourished with deep roots in its monas- 
teries in all the regions of its Serbian fatherland and 
in North America with New Gracanica Monastery at 
Third Lake, Illinois, and Saint Sava Monastery in 
Libertyville, Illinois. The presence of this parish is the 
tie that binds us to our first two churches in Gary and 
beyond them to our devotion to Kosovo, Karageorge 
and Draza Mihailovich. We display the scientific 
achievements of Nikola Tesla, Michael Pupin and 
Jovan Duchich with great pride that they are of 
Serbian Orthodox heritage. 


At the west end of the north wing exterior is the 
American crest depicting an eagle and the seal of the 
United States of America, with the inscription, “God 
Bless America’. On the exterior of the south wing's 
west wall is the Serbian crest with the inscription 
“God saves Serbs”. These crests reflect the congrega- 
tion’s faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Orthodox 
Church and in our national heritage. 


The superb mosaics that adorn Saint Sava Church 
were created by Marchione Studios of Canton, Ohio. 


The remainder of the mosaics on both wings depict the 


following monasteries, churches, and individuals. 


South Wing (west side) 
Studenica 

Hilandar 

Zica 

Oplenac 

King Peter | 


South Wing (east side) 
Patriarchate of Pec 
Saint Naum of Ohrid 
Saint Sava Libertyville 
Saint Sava Gary, 1939 
Saint Sava Gary, 1915 


South Wing (south side) 
Draza Mihailovich 
Maiden of Kosovo 
Karageorge 


North Wing (west side) 
Mileseva 

Gracanica 

Decani 

New Gracanica 

King Alexander | 


North Wing (east side) 
Cetinje 

Krka 

Gomirje 

Tvrdos 

Krusedol 


North Wing (north side) 
Michael Pupin 


Jovan Ducic 
Nikola Tesla 


SERBIAN CREST WITH THE INSCRIPTION GOD SAVES SERBS 


AMERICAN EAGLE WITH THE INSCRIPTION GOD BLESS AMERICA 


1. JESUS CHRIST 7. DECANI 13. MICHAEL PUPIN 19. ANGEL OF RESURRECTION 25. SAINT SAVA GARY 1915 31. OPLENAC 

2. SAINT SAVA 8. NEW GRACANICA 14. KRUSEDOL 20. SAINT ARCHANGEL MICHAEL 26. KARAGEORGE 32. ZICA 

3. SAINT LAZAR 9. KING ALEXANDER | 15. TVRDOS 21. PATRIARCHATE OF PEC 27. MAIDEN OF KOSOVO 33. HILANDAR 

4. SAINT GEORGE 10. AMERICAN EAGLE 16. GOMIRJE 22. SAINT NAUM OF OHRID 28. DRAZA MIHAILOVICH 34. STUDENICA 

5. MILESEVA 11. NIKOLA TESLA 17. KRKA 23. SAINT SAVA LIBERTYVILLE 29. SERBIAN CREST 35. SAINT DEMETRIUS 
6. GRACANICA 12. JOVAN DUCHICH 18. CETINJE 24. SAINT SAVA GARY 1939 30. KING PETER | 36. SAINT SIMEON 
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OUR HOLY FATHER SIMEON, THE OUTPOURER OF MYRRH 


Stevan Nemanja, the great ruler of the Serbian people, unifier of the Serbian 
lands, creator of an independent Serbian government, defender of 
Orthodoxy, driver-out of heresy, was first baptized in the Latin Church but 
later became a member of the Orthodox Church. In its organization the 
church was at first dependent on Greece, but later shook off this dependence 
and became completely autonomous. When Nemanja had strengthened the 
state and the Orthodox Church within the state, he then followed the exam- 
ple of his son Sava and received the monastic habit at the monastery of 
Studenica in 1195. It was then that he took the name Simeon. Simeon’s wife 
Anna also received the monastic habit and the name Anastasia, and retired 
to a women’s monastery. After two years of monasticism at Studenica, 
Simeon went to the Holy Mountain in Greece. There he stayed at first in the 
monastery of Vatopedi together with Sava. Father and son spent days and 
nights in prayer. There they built six chapels: to the Savior, the Unmerce- 
naries, Saint George, Saint Theodore, the Forerunner and Saint Nicholas. 
They bought the ruins of Hilandar and built a beautiful monastery in which 
Simeon lived for only eight months before his death. As he breathed his last 
breath, Sava, according to his father's wish, placed him on a simple rush 
mat. With his eyes fixed on the icon of the Mother of God with the Savior, 
the blessed elder pronounced these words: ‘Let everything that hath breath 


36) 


praise the Lord’ and he went to the Lord on February 26, 1200. 


SAINT SAVA, ARCHBISHOP OF SERBIA 


The son of Serbian National leader Stevan Nemanja, Saint Sava was born in 
1169. As a young man Saint Sava yearned for the spiritual life, which lead 
him to flee to the Holy Mountain where he became a monk, and with rare 
zeal followed the ascetic practices. Nemanja followed his son’s example and 
himself went fo the Holy Mountain, where he lived and ended his days as the 
monk Simeon. Sava obtained independence for the Serbian Church, granted 
by the emperor and the Patriarch of Constantinople, and became its first 
archbishop. Together with his father, Sava built the monastery of Hilandar 
followed by the building of many other monasteries, churches and schools 
throughout the land of Serbia. He traveled to the Holy land of Jerusalem on 
two occasions, on pilgrimage to the Holy sites there. He made peace among 
his two brothers, who were in conflict over their rights. Sava also made peace 
between the Serbs and their neighbors. In creating the Serbian Church, he 
created the Serbian state and Serbian culture along with it. He brought peace 
to all the Balkan peoples, working for the good of all, for which he was ven- 
erated and loved by all on the Balkan peninsula. He gave a Christian soul to 
the people of Serbia, which survived the fall of the Serbian state. He died in 
Trnovo during the reign of King Asen, after being taken ill following the 
Divine Liturgy on the Feast of the Theophany in 1236. King Vladislav took his 
hody to Mileseva, where one turkish Sinan Pasha removed if, burning if at 
Vrachar in Belgrade on May 10, 1595. € 


SAINT SAVA IS CELEBRATED JANUARY 27TH 


THE HOLY MARTYR LAZAR, PRINCE OF SERBIA 


He was one of the greatest men of Serbia ruling the kingdom after King 
Dushan. Upon the death of King Uros, Lazar was crowned King of Serbia by 
Patriarch Ephriam. He sent a delegation to Constantinople, including a monk 
called Isaiah to plead for the removal of the anathema from the Serbian peo- 
ple. He went fo war on several occasions against the Turkish Pasha and He 
finally clashed with the Turkish king Amurat at Kosovo on June 28, 1389, 
where he was slain. Lazar's body was taken to Ravanica near Cupria, a foun- 
dation of his, and was buried there but was later taken to New Ravanica in 
Srem. In 1942, during the Second World War, his body was taken to Belgrade 
and placed in the Cathedral. Until recently the Serbian church has taken the 
body throughout the country and it is now in its final resting place in 
Ravanica where it has been preserved to this day and offers comfort and 
healing to all who turn to him in prayer. He restored Hilandar and Gornjak, 
built Ravanica and the Lazarica in Krusevac and was the founder of Saint 
Panteleimon, the Russian monastery on The Holy Mountain, as well as num- 


3 


erous other churches and monasteries. 


HOLY AND GREAT MARTYR GEORGE 


This renowned and glorious martyr was born 
in Cappodocia. Saint George’s mother moved 
to Palestine after his God-fearing father suf- 
fered for Christ. He joined the Roman army 
and rose to Tribune. When Emperor Diocletian 
began persecuting believers, George boldly 
confessed that he was a Christian. He was 
thrown into prison and was tortured in many 
cruel ways and even poisoned, but, through 
his prayers fo God he was healed instantly. 
Before being beheaded in 303, George per- 
formed miracles, and even after his death, 
miracles were witnessed at his grave. He has 
appeared in the dreams of those seeking his 
help. He was born to wealthy parents, but left 
his love, status, and wealth to the world. The 
Lord endowed Saint George with the power to 
help people in need and distress who honored 
him and who called upon his name. 4) 
SAINT GEORGE IS CELEBRATED MAY 6TH 
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GREAT MARTYR DIMITRIOS 


Saint Dimitrios was born in the city of 
Salonika, to pious parents. His father was the 
military commander of Salonika, and when he 
died, the Emperor Maximian made Dimitrios 
commander. He also instructed Dimitrios to 
exterminate all Christians, but Dimitrios 
openly confessed and preached Christ the Lord 
in the city. He was summoned by Maximian to 
explain his actions, where Dimitrios again pro- 
claimed himself a Christian, denounced the 
Emperor's idolatry, then was thrown into 
prison. Before his imprisonment, Dimitrios 
managed to distribute his wealth to the poor 
through his servant, Lupus. He suffered 
greatly before he was speared to death, and 
when the Christians took his body for burial, 
there flowed from it healing myrrh with which 
many of the sick were healed. An Illyrian 
nobleman, Leontius, was healed from an 
incurable illness and built a large church 
over the relics of Saint Dimitrios. When the 
Emperor Justinian wanted to take the saint's 
relics to Constantinople, a spark of fire 
appeared from Dimitrios’ tomb and a voice 
said: ‘leave them there and do not touch!’ 
The relics remained. Russians regard Saint 
Dimitrios as the protector of Siberia. 35) 
SAINT DIMITRIOS 1S CELEBRATED NOVEMBER 8TH 


HOLY ARCHANGEL MICHAEL 


In the 4th century, Alexandrian Patriarch 
Alexander and Pope Sylvester in Rome de- 
cided in November to celebrate the Feast of 
Saint Archangel Michael and other heavenly 
powers. ‘Michael’ in Hebrew means ‘Who is 
like God’ or ‘Who is equal to God’. In the early 
Christian times, Saint Michael was depicted as 
a leader, bearing a spear in his right hand 
with which he attacks Lucifer, and a branch of 
green palm in his left. At the top of the spear 
is a plaited braid with a red Cross. He is also 
a guardian of the Orthodox faith and a 
fighter against heresy. Each nation has its 
guardian angel, as does each individual 
Christian. We must realize that whatever we 
do in secret or in the open, is done in the pres- 
ence of our guardian angel and that on the 
day of Judgment the heavenly holy angels 
® 


SAINT ARCHANGEL MICHAEL IS CELEBRATED NOVEMBER 21ST 


will reveal all. 


THE ANGEL OF THE RESURRECTION 


In 1208-1209, following the construction of 
Nemanja’s monastery Studenica, his sons 
Steven, Vukan and Sava called in the most 
renowned of Byzantine artists to paint fres- 
coes in the monastery. The monastery Zica 
was painted around 1220 by artists of the 
same school. In 1225, a later king, Vladislav, 
sent for artists from Salonika to beautify the 
monastery Mileseva near Prijepolje, in a 
new style usually saved for the mosaic shops 
in the town of Saint Demetrios (Salonika). 
The Milesevo frescoes were done in 1235 
and among them was the beautiful icon of 


© 


The Angel of Resurrection. 


STUDENICA 


Studenica Monastery was founded by Grand 
Zhupan Stevan Nemanja after 1183 as his 
family’s mausoleum. The oldest and most 
important part of the monastery complex 
is the Church of the Mother of God called 
Bogorodichina Crkva. It represents the proto- 
type of the Rashka style in architecture. 
As Nemanja’s tomb church, Studenica served 
as a model for many churches in later times. 
It was decorated with frescoes in 1208-1209. 
Studenica Monastery is on UNESCO's list of world 
heritage sites. 


HILANDAR 
Hilandar Monastery was founded in 1198 


by Stevan Nemanja and his son, Sava, on 
Mount Athos in Greece. The Church of the 
Presentation of the Virgin (Vavedenje) was 
rebuilt by King Milutin in 1293, and the outer 
narthex was added by Prince Lazar in 1389. 
The Hilandar Monastery houses the richest and 
most important collection of illuminated manu- 
scripts, charters, icons, documents and artwork 
from the 13th and 18th centuries. 33] 


ZICA 


Tica Monastery was founded in 1208 by King 
Stefan the First-Crowned. Its main church is 
Vaznesenje (Ascension of Christ). After the 
establishment of the autonomous Serbian 
Church in 1219, the monastery became the 
first Holy See of the Serbian Archbishop. 
It is here that kings of Serbia were crowned 
and bishops inaugurated. The church was 
painted with frescoes in the second decade 
of the 13th century, but they were badly 


@ 


damaged in later centuries. 


OPLENAC 


Oplenac Hill with the church of Saint George rises 
just above the little town of Topola in Serbia. 
The church was built by King Peter |, grandson 
of Karageorge Petrovich, as a mausoleum for 
the members of the Karageorgevich Dynasty. 
The construction started in 1910 and it was 
consecrated in 1912, but was not quite finished 
due to the Balkan Wars and World War J. It was 
completed in 1930 by King Alexander |. The 
structure is a combination of freely stylized ele- 
ments of the Byzantine school and the Serbian 
churches of the Morava school. The exterior is 
faced with white marble from Vencac, and the 
interior is completely decorated with the most 
impressive of Orthodox icons in mosaics. & 


KING PETER | 


Grandson of Karageorge Petrovic, he spent 
more than half of his life in exile in France, 
in whose army he served with distinction. 
He was a graduate of Saint Cyr Academy and 
was fluent in several languages. He translated 
John S. Mill’s “Essay on Liberty’ into Serbian, 
in touch with Americans, and was, by nature 
a freedom fighter cut along the lines of 
American's early presidents. King Peter | lead 
uprisings in Bosnia-Hercegovia in 1875, re- 
sulting in his being the last Serbian King to 
suffer Turkish bondage, following the Allied 
victory in 1918. Unlike many royals of his time 
(1844-1921), Peter | was frugal and a chaste 
individual. He build Saint George Church at 
Oplenac, which is the model for the Saint Sava 


30) 


Church in Merrillville, Indiana. 


PEC 


The Patriarchate of Pec consists of 4 churches 
built into one complex. The Church of the Holy 
Apostle was built in 1240 by Archbishop 
Arsenije. The Church of Saint Demetrius was 
built 1321c. by the order of Archbishop 
Nikodim. The Church of the Mother of God 
Odigitria and the Church of Saint Nicholas 
were founded by Archbishop Danilo II 1330c. 
In 1253 the See of the Archdiocese was moved 
from Zica to Pec, and from 1346 on it was the 
Holy See of the Patriarch. 21) 


OHRID 


The monastery at the south shore of Lake 
Ohrid, Saint Naum, was built by the great 
Saint between 900-905. It was dedicated to 
the Heavenly Hosts, Saints Archangel Michael 
and Gabriel. The first was identical to that of 
Saint Kliment of Ohrid and evidently was 
destroyed. The present church was built over 
the foundation of the first during the Ottoman 
occupation. The location of this center was 
important educationally and culturally for the 
region; the center possessed many properties 
and was the seat of the Bishop's Diocese of 
Ohrid, all of which made its history one of 
suffering. Saint Naum was buried there in 910. 
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LIBERTYVILLE 


Saint Sava Serbian Orthodox Monastery in the 
United States was the first monastery on the 
North American continent. It was built in 1931 
by His Grace Mardarije Uskokovich, the first 
bishop of the American-Canadian Diocese. 
The exterior is in the Russian style and the 
interior in the Serbian-Byzantine. It was and 
still is the most important religious, educa- 
tional and national center for the entire 
American-Serbian population. It played a spe- 
cial role in bringing and situating Serbian 
immigrants in the post-World War II years. It 
serves as a Diocesan seat. & 


SAINT SAVA GARY (1939) 


In 1929 Bishop Mardarije Uskokovich blessed 
the ground at the corner of 13th and 
Connecticut in 1929 for the construction of a 
new church center necessitated by the fast 
growth of the membership. The cornerstone 
was blessed by Bishop Iriney Djordjevich, 
administrator of the Diocese, in 1937. Bishop 
Damaskin Gradanicki served the rite of 
Consecration in 1938. The Godfather for the 
event, the great discoverer, Nikola Tesla, was 
represented by Michael Duchich. The church 
was completed in 1939. Construction was 
undertaken during the worst times of the 
Great Depression, yet the mortgage was paid 
by 1944. The congregation gave up nine of its 
sons to the Second World War, and two more 
in the Korean War. The parish was vigorously 
engaged in bringing immigrants to Gary dur- 
ing the post-war years. This church was des- 
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troyed by fire in February 1978. 


SAINT SAVA GARY (1915) 


Serbians in Gary founded the first Serbian 
School at 14th and Massachusetts Streets in 
1912. The first teacher was Mr. Paul Velikov 
who later became a priest. The Church-School 
congregation was organized in 1914 and by 
1915, through great effort, the congregation 
built and consecrated their new building at 
the corner of 20th and Connecticut Streets. 
Godfather for its dedication was Michael Pupin 
who donated $300 and was represented by 
Mr. John Matanovich. With the drive and 
determination of Father Peter Stijachich dur- 
ing the presidency of Mr. John Marich, the 
mortgage was liquidated in good time. This 
property was sold in 1939, affer the new 
church on 13th Avenue was completed. 
Among its hardy pioneers were 450 volun- 
teers who were recruited here during World 
War | fo fight with the Allies in Serbia. Serbia's 
highest award for heroism was given to Jovo 
Sever and Risto Vajagich. It was Risto who led 
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the nine Vajagich brothers in the action 


DRAZA MIHAILOVICH 


General Dragoljub Mihailovich was born April 
27, 1893, in Ivanjica, Serbia. His first military 
combat began during the Balkan Wars of 
1912 and 1913, and he fought again in the 
First World War. He graduated from the 
Serbian Military Academy, and during World 
War II he and his fellow Serbs did not recog- 
nize the capitulation of the Yugoslav army to 
the German Nazis, and at Ravna Gora they 
hegan the fight against the occupation forces. 
A true anti-communist Mihailovich was the 
first guerrilla leader in Europe and with his 
Chetniks sabotaged Axis lines. General 
Mihailovich rescued and delivered over 600 
American airmen to the Allies. He was hon- 
ored by the allied nations and at General 
Fisenhower’s commendation, was decorated 
by President Truman for his contribution to 
the Allied victory. Draza, as he is called, and 
his Chetniks were betrayed to the communists 
after the fighting ceased and he was executed 
in 1946. He still remains a symbol of the 
enslaved and oppressed who believe in free- 
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dom or death. 28) 


MAIDEN OF KOSOVO 


Kosovo is Serbia's “cradle”. This alludes to the 
nation’s birthplace. Invading Ottoman armies 
in their conquest of Europe had set their sights 
on Serbia. In 1386 they captured the lands 
around the ancient city of Nis. The following 
year, 1387, the Serbian Tsar Lazar's victory at 
Plocnik took back what was lost the previous 
year. This was a humiliating defeat for the 
Turks. They returned in 1389, with a vengeance, 
supported by a strong army augmented with 
mercenaries and professionals. The Serbs were 
defeated at Kosovo, the Plain of the Blackbirds. 
The Turk, Tsar Murat I, was killed by Milosh 
Obilich; the old fighter Jug Bogdan and his 
nine Jugovich sons perished with 77,000 
of Serbia's finest. Sisterly care and love by 
the hands of the first recorded nurse, the 
Maiden of Kosovo, was given fo the wounded. 
There was betrayal by Vuk Brankovich, never- 
theless, the important decision for Lazar was 
to fight in the face of certain death rather 
than to live on in shame by retreating. 
Holy Tsar Lazar chose the Heavenly Kingdom 
and sure death. “Earthly is a kingdom for a 
short time, but the Heavenly is always and to 


the end.” & 


KARAGEORGE 


In the early 1800's, in the 515th year of 
Ottoman rule, the turkish Dahis took the deci- 
sion to execute a number of Serbian leaders 
for political reasons. The Turks had become 
slipshod in their administration and more 
venal in their treatment of the Serbs, while for 
their part, the Serbs were reaching ignition. 
The Turks beheaded llija Birchonin, Alex 
Nenadovich and the monks Hadzi-Djera and 
Hadzi-Rufim. This brutal incident triggered a 
Serbian uprising. On the Feast of Meeting the 
Lord in 1804, in the village of Orasac in 
Shumadija, the Serbs began their fight for lib- 
eration. The heroic figure of Karageorge 
Petrovich was chosen to lead the insurrection. 
Born of peasant stock, he possessed excellent 
acumen in raising livestock and the business 
of agriculture. His leadership in the rebellion 
was successful and he became the father of 
the Karageorgevich Dynasty. In this first upris- 
ing, the Serbs swiftly liberated most of Serbia. 
In key battles at Ivankovac in 1805 and at 
Mishar and Deligrad in 1806, the poorly- 
equipped Serbians defeated the first-rate 
army of the Turks. Thus, under Karageorge, 
the Serbs unleashed their battle for freedom 
and for the Revenge of Kosovo. Complete vic- 
tory, however, required 111 more years of 
slavery and tribute, reprisal and punishment. 
But in 1918, on the Salonika Front, Karageorge’s 
descendants led the Serbs in their final drive 


26) 


to oust the Offomans. 


MILESEVA 


Mileseva Monastery was built in 1218-19 as 
the foundation of Prince Vladislav. The Church 
of the Ascension (Vaznesenje) was constructed 
before his reign. Mileseva became one of the 
most venerated Serbian monasteries after the 
body of Saint Sava was transferred from 
Trnovo and buried there in 1236. The oldest 
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frescoes were painted before 1228. 


DECANI 


Decani Monastery was founded by King Stefan 
Dechanski in 1327 and completed by his son 
Dushan in 1335. The Church of Christ Pantocrator 
is the largest in Serbia. As a result of the num- 
her and complexity of frescoes, it required 15 
years fo complete, representing the largest 


fresco program in medieval Serbia. 


GRACANICA 


Gracanica Monastery was built by King 
Milutin around 1315 on the ruins of an older 
church. It was the last of his numerous foun- 
dations. The Church of the Annunciation 
(Blagovesti) was decorated with frescoes 
around 1318. It is considered to be the most 
beautiful 14th century Serbian church and 
one of the most important monuments of the 
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Byzantine era. 


KING ALEXANDER |, KARAGEORGEVICH, 
THE UNIFIER, 1921-1934 


Under his leadership the government 
strengthened Yugoslavia and succeeded in 
gaining a solid international presence. But the 
relationship however, between Serbians and 
Croatians could not be regulated. A greater 
number of Croatians considered themselves 
subservient to the Serbian hegemony and 
began a movement for separation. Had 
Alexander not been assassinated in France 
in 1934 by terrorists, later known as Ustashis, 
he might have succeeded in consolidating 
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and pacifying the country. 
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NEW GRACANICA 


This monumental monastery was constructed 
between 1981 and 1984 on the shores of Fish 
Lake in Lake County, Illinois. It was built in the 
likeness of its historic original at Kosovo 
in Serbia. The architect for the project was 
Mr. Milojko Perisich of Cleveland. The church 
is dedicated to the Protection of the Most Holy 
Mother of God and was consecrated August 
12, 1984. Godfather for the occasion was 
Prince Andrei Karageorgevich. His Eminence, 
Metropolitan Iriney Kovachevich supervised 
the construction with the unlimited financial 
support and confidence of his American- 
Canadian Diocese. Under his management, 
Bishop lriney completed the project with a 
surplus, unlike so many projects that are left 
debt-ridden. The interior walls of the church 
are decorated with Orthodox fresco-icons. This 
work was done by outstanding artist-iconog- 
rapher, Father Theodore Jurewicz of Erie, 
Pennsylvania. These frescoes were begun in 
1996 and consecrated by His Holiness Serbian 
Patriarch Pavle on April 26, 1998. Adjacent to 
the monastery church is the spacious Diocesan 
Administration Building with its seminary and 
summer camp facility, the Bishop's residence, 
a cemetery, great assembly hall, small pavil- 
ion, and recreational facilities. While old 
Gracanica in Kosovo has withstood the vicious 
ravages of non-Serbian vandals and invaders, 
the faithful of the New Gracanica on this con- 
tinent are firmly bound to their roots in the 
Old Gracanica a testament to their vow to 
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keep their traditions of Orthodoxy. 
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CETINJE 


Cetinje monastery was founded in the 15th 
century by Zeta’s ruler Ivan Tsrnojevich. It 
served as a seat of the metropolitans of Zeta 
and is mostly known by its first print shop 
where, in 1494, the first Oktoih was printed. 
Ivan Tsrnojevich died in 1494 and was buried 
in the monastery church. He is, to this day, 
remembered as a great secular leader and 
benefactor of the Orthodox Church. Monas- 
tery Cetinje has suffered heavy damage 
from various enemies, but always has been 
renewed. 


KRKA 


Along the Krka River near the city of Knin, the 
monastery of the same name was founded by 
acertain Rufim, with three monks from Mount 
Athos in 1325. The monastery is dedicated to 
Saint Michael the Archangel. During the time 
of Dabro-Bosnian Metropolitan Theodore 
(1601-1619), a seminary school was opened 
at the monastery. This school is considered 
the oldest organized Serbian Orthodox Church 
seminary. Monastery Krka stands to this 
day as one of the most important spiritual 
centers of Serbian Orthodoxy in the Balkans, 
particularly in the Diocese of Dalmatia. @ 


GOMIRJE 


The Monastery of Gomirje was built in 1602 
by seven monks from the Krka Monastery. 
It was founded in a small wooden chapel 
originally built in 1599-1600 for a monk who 
had accompanied early Serbian arrivals in 
the Gorski Kotari region. In 1657, Serbs were 
able to buy all the land around the monas- 
tery and parcel it to the Serbian inhabitants. 
The inhabitants of Gomirje totalled 48 house- 
holds, 1,160 individuals, in 1622, and grew to 
be an Orthodox county seat with 92 housholds 
in later years. In 1619 the monastery was given 
exclusive fishing rights at the local stream, 
and, with new donations of land, Gomirje 
grew into a prosperous economic and religious 
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center of the region’s Orthodoxy. 


TVRDOS 


This monastery was built on the hard rocks 
of Tvrdos, located on the right bank of the 
Trebisnjica River. It is dedicated to The 
Assumption of the Most Holy Mother of God. 
Tradition holds with archeological findings 
that Saints Constantine and his mother Helen 
founded it. After Avars destroyed it, the 
monastery became a foundation of Serbian 
King Milutin at the end of the 13th Century. 
Artists from Dubrovnik painted the frescoes 
between 1501 and 1510. The monastery was 
desecrated and suffered destruction many 
times but was rebuilt each time. It represents 
a fortress of Serbian Orthodoxy in its region 
of Hercegovina, and has been the seat of 
the Primary Bishops of Humsko-Zahumje 
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and Hercegovina. 


KRUSEDOL 


The Voyvodina despot George Brankovich 
(1486-1496), later the Metropolitan of 
Belgrade and Srem called Maximus (1513- 
1516) and his mother Angelina are credited 
with the building of the Monastery of Krusedol 
in the early years of the sixteenth century. As 
one source had it: “Architecturally it belongs 
to the Morava style of medieval monasteries. 
The base is in the shape of a trefoil with semi- 
circular altar and choir apses both on the 
inside and the outside, with semi-domes and 
semi-rounded vaults. The nave is surmounted 
by a massive dome, circular on the inside and 
octagonal on the outside. It rests on penden- 
tives over wide semi-circular arches, whose 
weight is supported by four massive columns.” 
The proximity of this Serbian monastery’s 
region to the western Europe cultural influ- 
ences is reflected in the Krusedol frescoes: they 
are a mixture of the traditional Byzantine 
artistic styles, with that of the West and its 
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Baroque era of artistic expression. 


PUPIN 


Professor Michael |. Pupin was Sponsor for the 
consecration of our first church in Gary, 
Indiana in 1915. Born in 1858 in Idvor Serbia, 
he was educated at Cambridge, Princeton, and 
Columbia before receiving his Doctorate in 
Berlin. He was fluent in four languages, and 
during his tenure as head of the Physics 
Department at Columbia, he registered many 
inventions. He coined the word ‘tuning’ as 
used in radio operation, and developed ampli- 
fication systems for long-wire telephone 
transmission. Friend of President Wilson and 
an ardent nationalist for the defense of 
Serbia, Pupin brought the plight of Serbia in 
World War | to the attention of America. He 
died in 1935 at the age of 77. 13) 


DUCHICH 


The poet Jovan Duchich used his God-given 
talents to inform the entire world, through 
his writing, lectures and travel, of the holo- 
caust that had befallen the Serbian people 
during World War II. Born in the historic city 
of Trebinje, he received his education in 
Yugoslavia and the United States, but never 
lost his vigor fo promote the Serbian cause 
through literature and other means. Duchich 
died in 1943 in the United States. His funeral 
was held at Saint Sava Serbian Orthodox 
Church in Gary, Indiana and he was buried 
at the Serbian Monastery Cemetery in 
Libertyville, Illinois. 


TESLA 


Nikola Tesla was born July 10, 1856 to 
Reverend Milutin and Djuka Tesla at Smiljan, 
in Lika. Many of his forebears were priestly 
servants of the Lord in the Serbian Orthodox 
Church. With his invention of the Tesla Coil, 
alternating current now provides electricity to 
all our homes and commerce. His invention 
of the radio laid the groundwork for radar, 
television and all of electronics in use today. 
Tesla rose from inventor to the level of dis- 
coverer, often outshining others who stole or 
took credit for his efforts. His work in the 
study of lightning may yet prove to be among 
his greatest achievements. Tesla was a 
Sponsor for our second church at 13th and 
Connecticut Street in Gary, Indiana. He died 
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alone on Orthodox Christmas, 1943. 


WAR MEMORIAL 


=! The War Memorial is located at the south end of 


OX 


© the church complex. It is dedicated to the veterans 


<< . 
mm of 10 wars, in remembrance of those who suffered 
at 


§ and perished during those wars. The War Memorial 
S! serves as a national structure as it is surrounded by 
the flag of the United States of America, the 
Serbian flag and the State flag of Indiana. This 


area is the future site of the Legacy Tree. The land 
sitting directly south of the War Memorial is sited 
for the construction of the new Saint Sava hall. 


The inscription on the memorial monument reads: 
In prayerful remembrance of the Serbian Orthodox 
faithful in the far reaches of the world who per- 
ished in defense of the honorable cross and golden 
freedom; that the memory of heroes and martyrs, 


of innocent women, children and orphans be kept 
alive on this holy site. Remember them, O Lord, in 
Thy Heavenly Kingdom. Memory Eternal. 
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INTERIOR OF THE CHURCH 


Our church represents the palace of God. It is 
spacious, richly ornamented and awe-inspiring. # 
Large chandeliers enhance the grandeur of the 


resent the stars. As medieval royal dignitaries paid 
homage to their King by standing around the throne, 
in a similar way the saints on the iconostas are 
arrayed in standing position before the throne of the 
Most High. Our church is divided crosswise into three 2 
parts, called vestibule, nave, and sanctuary. 


NARTHEX OR VESTIBULE 


Narthex or Vestibule, in Serbian paperta, is the rear mm 
(or western) part of the church. On one of the corners = 
of the vestibule a baptismal font is placed. In Serbian, js 
it is called krstionica. On the left side of the vestibule @ 
S 
there is a large desk where the vestry men stand. In & 
Serbian, this is called a tutorski sto. The vestry men, i 
tutori take care of the candles used in the church, as 5 
well as donations. Above and across the vestibule, a ¥ 
balcony, or loft, is built for the church choir. The choir 
loft features an impressive icon of our Lord Jesus 
Christ blessing the Serbian saints, known as the Vine 


of the Nemanjich Dynasty. 


Upon entering the church through the vestibule there 
are two icons entitled The Terrible Judgment and 
The Dedication Icon. Both icons were completed by 
iconographer Father Theodore Jurewicz and dedi- 
cated in 1999. Father Theodore has been a Russian 
Orthodox priest and iconographer for twenty five 
years. He painted his first icon at Saint Sava church in 
1991 and is credited with painting all the interior 
iconography. Each icon is rich and vibrant with many 
colors. Father Jurewicz has painted icons all over the 
world, and he is one of the renown Orthodox icono- 
graphers on this continent. Father Theodore resides in 
Erie, Pennsylvania with his wife and ten children. 
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THE TERRIBLE JUDGMENT 


Zn ne 


The ultimate purpose of Christian lives is to be with God “now and forever, 
and unto the ages of ages.” The icon of the Day of Judgment expresses this 
hope of every Christian, showing an angel in the lower left-hand side of the 
icon, guiding the souls of righteous departed Christians through a beautiful 
paradise (their place of rest until the final judgment) and into the Kingdom of 
heaven. It is an unfortunate fact, however, that not all souls shall be saved, 
and that on this terrifying day of judgment, unrepented sinners will be sen- 
tenced according to their deeds. This grim reality is depicted by the presence 
of the Angel of the Lord, sending those unfortunate wicked souls into eternal 
damnation in the fire of hell. 


The Lord is depicted on His judgment seat, flanked by His most pure Mother 
who we hope intercedes for us sinners, along with the Forerunner Saint John, 
the Apostles and angels. Kneeling before the throne of Christ are a host of 
Serbian saints, interceding for the Serbian people. One can note among them 
Saint Sava and his father Simeon, Saints Petka and Milica, Saint Lazar and 
other prominent saints of the Serbian church. The Gospel of the Lord is open 
to Matthew 25:34: “Come unto me, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you from the foundation of the world...”. 


On reading Matthew 25:33, “And He (Christ the Judge) will set the sheep 
(Righteous souls) on His right hand, but the goats (unrepentant sinners) on the 
left”. One may wonder why the righteous are shown on the left and sinners 
on the right of the icon, and not vice-versa: the answer is simply that the icon 
is orientated to the right and left hand side of our Saviour's point of view. 


The inscription of the icon is a well-known funeral hymn of our church: 
“With the Saints give rest: O Christ, to the souls of Thy servants, where there 
is neither sickness, nor sorrow, nor sighing but life everlasting.” 


HIGRARGH SAVA 
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THE DEDICATION ICON 


This icon comprises a group of Serbian men, women and children who 
represent the parishioners who built the church, who, along with a bishop and 
clergymen, are dressed in Serbian national costume and gesture in reverence 
and prayer to the beloved Serbian hierarch and heavenly patron of the 
church, Saint Sava. It should be emphasized that although Orthodox 
Christians do indeed offer prayers to the saints, true worship is given to God 
alone. In other words, the people depicted here are not worshipping Saint 
Sava, but humbly asking him to intercede for them with the merciful Lord. 
Christ is depicted in the corner, leaning down from His throne in heaven 
above them all. The Lord receives the prayer from Saint Sava for his people, 
and He blesses those who labored to build the magnificent temple being 
offered to the glory of the Most Holy Trinity. The figures offering the church 
to Saint Sava represent all the Christ loving and self-sacrificing members 
of the parish community. 


Below the icon, the following prayer of the church community is inscribed: 
0 Saint Sava, Our Patron and intercessor before the Lord, accept the gift 
erected to the glory of the One Holy Consubstantial, Lifegiving and Undivided 
Trinity — Father, Son and Holy Spirit— and intercede for the salvation of 
the souls of our bishops and spiritual fathers, the church board presidents, 
and the founders, benefactors and members of this holy parish. 


As one enters the doors of the nave, one will see the Cross above, and 
an inscription on either side, in English and in Serbian: “! shall come into 
Thy House: | will bow down toward the Holy Temple in fear of Thee” 
from Psalm 5:7. On either side of the entrance are portraits of the 
Orthodox bishops who have been instrumental in the life of the parish: 
Bishop Mardarije who built Libertyville Monastery and was the first 
Bishop of the Diocese; Bishop Varnava Nastich a confessor for Orthodoxy 
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who was born in Gary, Indiana ond returned to Serbia to become a monk 
and bishop (Bishop Varnava met an untimely and suspicious death at the 
hands of Communists); Bishop Dionisije was the longest reigning bishop in the 
United States; Bishop Peter was one of Saint Sava’s parish priests and later 
became Bishop of Australia and New Zealand; Bishop Iriney built New 
Gracanica Monastery in Grayslake, Illinois and as Metropolitan he conse- 
crated our Church, and the present Serbian Patriarch Pavle in Yugoslavia who 
sent the Holy Relics and Myrrh for the consecration of our Saint Sava Church. 
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HIS HOLINESS PATRIARCH PAVLE OF THE SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH 
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VERY REVEREND FATHER JOVAN TODOROVICH IMMERSES CHILD IN WATER DURING THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 


HOLY 
GUARDIAN 


ICON OF THE GUARDIAN ANGEL 


Located in the Baptismal area, this icon shows the Guardian Angel placing 
his protective and guiding hand on the shoulder of a young christian boy 
who holds a scroll inscribed with a short prayer to the Angel. The Angel 
holds in his hand a large cross, to remind the Christian that he belongs 
to Christ and in order to follow Him properly, he must willingly take up 
his own cross. Each Orthodox Christian receives from God at Baptism a 
Guardian Angel to help him struggle in the Christian life; this is why this 
subject was chosen to adorn the baptistry area of the church. The vines and 
flowers on the icons, which ore certainly unlike those which grow on 
the earth, have the significance of being symbolic of the beauty of paradise, 


the Kingdom of Heaven for which we strive. 
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VERY REVEREND FATHER JOVAN TODOROVICH ANOINTS CHILD WITH HOLY MYRRH DURING THE SACRAMENT OF CHRISMATION 
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SAINTS COSMAS AND DAMIAN 


RSTO 


Saints Cosmas and Damian were two brothers skilled in medicine who adminis- 
tered fo the sick and did so without payment. They were born in Asia to a pagan 
father and Christian mother whose name was Theodota. Cosmas and Damian 
devoted their lives to the church. They were wonderworkers during their lifetime, 
and after their death were credited with many miracles of healing. 


SAINTS CYRIL AND METHODIUS, EQUAL TO THE APOSTLES 


= 


Born in Salonika of wealthy parents, Methodius was an officer in Macedonia 
where he learned the Slavic language. Later, he and his brother Cyril gave them- 
selves to the monastic life. Ordered by Emperor Michael to pacify the Khazarites, 
the brothers converted and baptized King Kagan and his followers. In 
Constantinople they developed the Slavic alphabet of 38 letters and began 
translating service books from Greek to Slavonic. They traveled to south Europe 
to teach and translate in the age of the unified church. Cyril died in Rome on 
February 19, 869. Methodius returned to Moravia where he died on April 6, 885. 
After his death, Methodius’ disciples moved south to Ochrid in Macedonia to con- 


22 Iinue the work among the Slavs that Cyril and Methodius had begun in the north. 


NAVE 


> two sections, the rear and the front. The rear section of 
© the middle of the church is the largest single section in 
=~ the church. It is reserved for the worshippers. In our 
i Serbian churches people worship while standing. 
© Chairs with arm rests are set up along the walls for the 
6 elderly and infirmed. In the United States, pews have 
® been introduced for the worshippers. Sitting is permit- 
® ted only during certain parts of the Holy Liturgy. Holy 
icons are placed in the nave of the church for their 


© veneration. Worshippers express their reverence by 
kissing the icon when they enter and leave the church. 


LIGHTS AND CANDLES 


In Orthodox churches we see many lights and can- = 
dles burning. They are lit in the Sanctuary during Fé 
services. These candles burn before the icons, and 
are carried in front of the Gospel in the procession 


while reading from it. The large candle holders 9 


prayer for the souls of those that have fallen asleep in 
the Lord. 


Above the north and south candle holders are icons 
of various patron saints venerated by parishioners. 
The icon of Saints Cosmas and Damian is located 
near the candle holder on the north side and the icon 
of Saints Cyril and Methodius is located to the south 
side also near the south candle holder. 
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The candle is one of the oldest and the most widely 
used of sacramentals in the church. It is one of the rich- 
est religious symbols or instruments used to express 
spiritual ideas. It is seen glowing through the entire 
church and is used in every Sacrament except for 
Confession. A candle is a unique jewel, crowned with 
a little tongue of fire like the Apostles on the day of 
Pentecost with their crown of Spirit Fire. The candle’s 
warmth and heat shows us the fiery tongues of that 
Pentecost which does not consume, but enlightens. It 
serves as a reminder of the words of our Saviour, 
when He said, “I am the light of the world’. When we 
watch candlelight in church, it brings to mind one of 
the most beautiful verses of the Bible, from Psalm 119, 
verse 105: “Thy word is a lamp unto My path.” Light 
also represents the mission of our divine Lord upon 
earth. The prophet Isaiah (9:2) calls Christ a great light 
and foretells that “to them that dwelt in the land of the 
shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.” 


The vigil lights burning before the icons are to remind 
us of the light and warmth of love that have been 
brought fo our lives by the lives of the Saints. Not only 
should we burn candles in the home of God, but also 
in our own homes before our saintly icons as, prayer- 
ful offerings on behalf of others in the world, and for 
ourselves. Candles represent the true light of the 
world. For the individual Christian the candle’s flame 
means the faith that makes us “children of the light.” 


The front section of the nave, next to the sanctuary, is 
elevated by one or more steps above the floor. It is 
called the chancel or soleja in Serbian. This section is 
reserved for the clergy, cantors and for altar boys. 
a Next to the steps that lead up to the chancel, on 
& the left side along the wall, stands the throne of the 
”™ Mother of God. On the opposite side, corresponding 
J. to and matching the throne of the Mother of God, 
r= is the bishop's throne. Here, under the canopy, hangs 
man icon of Christ and a throne. or comfortable arm- 


chair rests underneath. 


raised by one or more steps, from which the deacon 
intones litanies and reads the Gospel. When the bishop 
officiates the Holy Liturgy he uses the dais or in Serbian 
ambon for vesting. Few churches have it installed. 


VERY REVEREND FATHER JOVAN TODOROVICH - HIS GRACE BISHOP LONGIN - REVEREND FATHER STEVAN KOVACEVICH 
HIS GRACE BISHOP LONGIN OFFICIATES THE DIVINE LITURGY AND THE DAIS OR AMBON IS USED FOR VESTING 


HIS GRACE BISHOP LONGIN - VERY REVEREND FATHER JOVAN TODOROVICH 
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THE ICON OF THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST 
The icon of THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST is located in 


the north apse wall in the nave and its meaning is as 
follows (number after each paragraph corresponds to 


the drawing of the icon): 


The Mother of God, holding the new-born Saviour 
Christ, as He lies in a manger. He is wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, like a corpse is wrapped for bur- 
ial ina manger that resembles a tomb. He is born in 
a. dark cave, also like a. sepulchre..He was born.to.die 
for us and the iconography of the feast, although joy- 
ful, reminds us of this. The Mother of God lies upon a 
great mattress, such as the people of those times took 


2 
S 


with them when travelling. 1) 


The Ox and Donkey, although not mentioned in the 
Gospel, are always included in the imagery of the 
icon, to remind us that the words of the prophet Isaiah 
have been fulfilled when he said, “The ox knoweth his 
owner, and the donkey his master’s crib.” (Isaiah 1:3). 2) 


Angels glorify the new-born Lord, and announce the 
news of His birth to the shepherds and all men. 3) 


The event of the nativity was mystically shown to the 
world by the appearance of a wondrous star, which 
led the Magi from the east to worship Him. Like an 
arrow, the star points to the spot where He lay. (A) 


Although the Gospel does not show how many Magi 
there were, we always show three. The three Magi 
are of various ages and bring gifts of gold for 
a King, incense for God, and myrrh for the dead — 
again a reference to the fact that Christ was born to 
die for our sins. rs) 


Saint Joseph was not the father of Christ, but pre- 
tended to be so, in order to protect the Virgin Mother 
of God. He sits in doubt, wondering if indeed his wife 
had conceived the Child by the Holy Spirit. Joseph 
represents the doubt that all men have from time to 
time concerning the Divine Mysteries of God, and 
because he was a just and good man, we have an 


example of humbly accepting God’s will with faith. rs) 
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Satan appears to Saint Joseph in the form of an old 
shepherd, urging him to disbelieve the great miracle 
of Christ's birth from a virgin. 7) 


Midwives were usually present at the births of children, 
to assist if there were difficulties, and to help the mother 
and child. Here they wash the new-born Lord, although 
He had no need of washing: their presence on the icon 
is a confirmation of the divine nature of Christ's birth 
from the Virgin Mary. Midwives knew all about birth- 
giving and knew for sure this was not a usual one. r3) 


The birth of Christ was first announced to simple 
shepherds, who are shown amazed at the words of 


the angels, and at the birth of Christ. ro) 


A shepherd plays a flute to celebrate the joy of the 
Saviour’s birth. 10) 


The mountains, stars, plants, animals and men, all of 
creation, celebrate the birth of the Saviour to the world. 1) 
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ICON OF THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST 
also called THE DESCENT INTO HADES 


The icon of THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST is 
located in the south apse wall in the nave and its 
meaning is as follows (number after each para- 


graph corresponds to the drawing of the icon): 


Our Lord Jesus Christ 


Our Foremother Eve 


0 
Our Forefather Adam 2) 
3] 


The Cross of the Lord: two angels venerate the 
Cross while one of them holds a pot with the 


nails which held His hands and feet to the Cross.gy 


Our Saviour tramples the gates of Hades. The 
dark caves on the icon signify that Hades was a 
place of darkness, beneath the earth; a spiritual 
place where the just of the Old Testament 
awaited the reopening of Paradise. 5) 


Saints of the Old Testament, until now held in 
Hades, they are led by Saint John the Baptist 
(on the left side of Christ) who, after he was 
beheaded, announced to those in Hades that the 
Messiah had come and they would soon be with 


him in Paradise. & 


More saints of the Old Testament (on the right side 
of Christ) led by Moses, holding the Tables of 
the Law. @ 


Mountains, symbolizing the remoteness of 
Hades, the deepest parts of the earth. 3) 


An artistic device called “Mandorla’ or “Glory”. 
It surrounds the central figure of Christ and 
reminds us that Christ is God all-powerful and 
all-glorious. 9) 


The tombs of our first parents, Adam and Eve. 
“...and to those in the tombs He granted life.” 
Adam and Eve are thus restored to Paradise. The 
power of death is overthrown, the Saints of past 
ages are set free and we are granted salvation 
by the great work accomplished by our Lord 
through the Cross. © 


THE ICONOSTAS 


The nave of the church is separated from the 
sanctuary by a screen called the iconostas, in 
Serbian ikonostas. It is a tall partition made 
of carved wood. In the iconostas, there are 
three doors leading into the sanctuary. The 
middle door has two wings called the royal 
doors, in Serbian carske dveri, Through these 
doors our Lord Jesus Christ, the King of Kings, 
passes in the mystery of the Holy 
Communion. Symbolically, the royal doors 
represent the portals of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. A layman is never allowed to pass 
through them; only clergy in their vestments 
may enter through the doors. A curtain, made 
of red velvet, hangs inside the sanctuary 
above the royal doors. It slides and may be 
drawn as needed. This curtain signifies the 
curtain of the Holy of the Holies in the temple 
of the Old Testament. The door on the left side 
of the royal doors leads into the northern sec- 
tion of the sanctuary, where the sacrificial 
table stands, and the door on the right side 
leads into the southern section of the sanctu- 


ary called the sacristy. 


A. The Lost Supper 

B. Annunciation to the Most Holy Virgin Mery | 

C. Saint Matthew 

D. Saint Mark 

E. Saint Luke 

F. Saint John 

G. Saint Nicholas 

H. Saint Sava 

1. Saint Archangel Michael 

J. Mother of God with the Infont esi 
— K. Jesus Christ : 

L. Saint Stephen the Archdeacon 

M. Saint John the Forerunner 


N. Venerable Mother Paraskeva 
Sais ea nhl lipo al i= 
are not shown in the image. 


The side of the iconostas facing the nave is 
adorned with holy icons which are arranged 


in a prescribed liturgical order. 


Painted on the wings of the royal doors is the 
icon of the Annunciation to the Most Holy 
Virgin Mary. Half of this icon is painted on 
one wing and half on the other. The four 
Evangelists are painted in respective corners 
of this icon. Symbolically, this icon indicates 
how the Most Holy Virgin Mary, according to 
the Evangelists, became the door through 


which Salvation came to mankind. 


On the right side of the royal doors the icon 
of Jesus Christ is represented, and on the left 
side is the icon of the Mother of God with 
the Infant Jesus. These two icons are called 
throne icons, in Serbian prestone ikone. 
On the side doors of the iconastas are icons 
of Saint Stephen the Archdeacon and that of 
Saint Archangel Michael. 


On the right side of the door leading into the 
sacristy stands the figure of Saint John the 


Forerunner and the icon of Venerable Mother 


Paraskeva and martyr Tryphon. On the left 
side of the door leading into the northern 
section of the sanctuary is the icon of Saint 
Sava, patron saint of the church, with Saints 


Nicholas and George. 


Over the royal doors is the representation of 
the Last Supper, indicating that the Holy 
Eucharist is celebrated inside the sanctuary. 
Above the Last Supper icons are images of 
twelve major Feasts representing the twelve 
great holidays from the lives of our Lord and 
the Mother of God. They are, from left to 
right: Nativity of the Theotokos, Entrance of 
the Theotokos into the Temple, Meeting of the 
Lord, Transfiguration, Epiphany, Nativity of 
Jesus Christ, Resurrection, Palm Sunday, 
Lazarus Saturday, Ascension, Pentecost, 


Assumption of the Theotokos. 


All of the above mentioned icons must be 
represented on every iconostas. In front of 
each of these icons (except the icons on the 
side doors) a vigil lamp hangs from above. 
The iconostas is surmounted by a cross with 
the image of the Crucified Christ on it. 


TWELVE MAJOR FEAST DAYS 


1. Nativity of the Theotokos 
2. Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple 
3. Meeting ofthe Lord 
4. Transfiguration 
5. Epiphany 
6. Nativity of Jesus Christ 
7. Resurrection 
8. Palm Sunday 
9. Lazarus Saturday 

10. Ascension 

11. Pentecost 


on: 12. Assumption of the Theotokos 


@ BOTTOM RIGHT: JESUS CHRIST 
@© BOTTOM LEFT: MOTHER OF GOD WITH INFANT JESUS 


THE ABOVE MENTIONED ICONS ARE CALLED THRONE ICONS, IN SERBIAN PRESTONE IKONE, 


THEY ARE LOCATED DIRECTLY RIGHT AND LEFT OF THE ROYAL DOORS. 


v 
ja 
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TOP PHOTO: ICONASTAS 

BOTTOM CENTER: ROYAL DOORS, IN SERBIAN CARSKE DVERI 

PAINTED ON THE WINGS OF THE ROYAL DOORS IS THE ICON OF THE ANNUNCIATION TO 
THE MOST HOLY VIRGIN MARY @@ AND THE FOUR EVANGELISTS. @O@@ 
ABOVE THE ROYAL DOORS IS THE ICON OF THE LAST SUPPER. © 


HOLY ARCHANGEL MICHAEL 


In the 4th century, Alexandrion ji 
Patriarch Alexander and Pope 
Sylvester in Rome decided in 
November to celebrate the Feas 
of Saint Archangel Michael and § 
other heavenly powers. ‘Michael’ in 
Hebrew means “Who is like God’ or 
‘Who is equal to God’. In the early 
Christian times, Saint Michael was 
depicted as a leader, bearing a spear 
in his right hand with which he 
attacks Lucifer, and a branch of 
green palm in his left. At the top of 
the spear is a plaited braid with a 


red Cross. He is also a guardian of ses 
the Orthodox faith and a fighter against heresy. Fach nation has its guardian 
angel, as does each individual Christian. We must realize that whatever we do 
in secret or in the open, is done in the presence of our guardian angel and 
that on the day of Judgment the heavenly holy angels will reveal all. g 


SAINT STEPHEN THE ARCHDEACON 
Saint Stephen was the first of the Hae ae re GS 
seven deacons whom the holy apos- 
tles ordained for the service of the 
poor in Jerusalem. This is why he is 
called the Archdeacon, the first or 
chief of them. By the power of his 
faith, Stephen worked many won- | | 
ders among the people. The Jews 
slandered Stephen, saying that he 
blasphemed against God and Moses, 
and quickly found false witnesses 
who supported their assertion. Saint 
Stephen stood before the people, 
and all saw his face ‘like the face of 
an angel’; that is, his face was illu- 


mined by the light of grace as was the = of M Moses or he talked with 
God. Stephen spoke of God's manifold works and marvels, performed in the 
past for the people of Israel, and of the people's transgressions and opposi- 
tion to God. He especially denounced them for the slaying of Christ the Lord, 
calling them betrayers and murderers (Acts 7:52). Stephen was taken out of 
the city and was stoned to death. Among his murderers was his kinsman Saul, 
later the Apostle Paul. At that time the holy Mother of God was standing on 
a rock at a distance with Saint John the Theologian, and witnessed the mar- 
tyrdom of this first martyr for the truth of her Son and God, and she prayed 
for Stephen. This happened exactly a year after the descent of the Holy Spirit 
among the apostles (Pentecost). & 31 
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HOLY MOTHER PARASKEVA 


SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST (FORERUNNER) 

Sole Saint John’s greatest role in life was 
; enacted on the day of Theophany 
when he baptized Jesus Christ, and 
from the earliest times the church 
> has dedicated the day following 
Theophany to his memory. Saint 
John is commemorated several 
times during the year, but January 
20 is the greatest observance. He 
holds a special place among the 
Gospel figures that surround the 
Savior due to the manner of his birth 
and earthly life. He was the baptizer 
of men and of the Messiah. He was 
of such moral purity that he indeed 
deserved the name ‘angel’. John differs from the other prophets in that he 
had the joy of showing the world the One Whom he had foretold. After John 
was beheaded by Herod in Sebaste, the Evangelist Luke wished to take his 
body to his birthplace in Antioch, but Luke was only able to take one hand, 
where it remained until the tenth century. Saint John’s hand was then taken 
to Constantinople, where it disappeared during the Turkish occupation. 
SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST IS CELEBRATED JANUARY 20TH. © 


Saint Petka is the patron saint of our 
Saint Sava Sisters Circle. She was 


born to Serbian parents in Epibat, 
near Constantinople. Her parents 
= were devoted Christians and her 
ce brother became the Bishop of 
Madytos. After Petka’s parents died, 
she expressed a desire to live an 
ascetic life for the sake of Christ. 
Petka left for Constantinople, then 
on to the desert of Jordan, where 
| she lived to old age in ascetism. Two 
years before her death in the 11th 
century, an angel of God asked her 
to return to Epibat, where she con- 
tinued her ceaseless fasting and prayers. Her wonder-working relics were 
taken to Constantinople, Trnovo, Constantinople again, and Belgrade. They 
are now in Jassy, Romania. The Saint Petka Spring, which is in Belgrade, has 
miraculously healed the sick who have faith in God, love for this saint, and 
who have asked for her aid. Saint Petka answered the prayers of Ambrose, 
a hieromonk, to save the Island of Chios from flooding. We along with the 
Orthodox of Chios celebrate Saint Petka Day on October 27th. rN] 


HOLY MARTYR TRYPHON 


Born in Lampasacus in Phtygia, he 
was graced by God at an early age 
with the power to heal people and : 
animals. He was sent to Rome by — 
Emperor Gordian, who had heard of | 
his healing powers, and asked him 
to cure his daughter. She was 
healed, and the Emperor showered | 
Tryphon with gifts that he distrib- | 
uted to the poor before returning to | 
his village home. Decius was a 
strong opposer to the Christian | 
faith, and upon becoming Emperor 
sought out Tryphon to interrogate 


and torture him for his belief in i 

Christ. No torture was able to harm Tryphon and he was beheaded in the 
year 250. While being tortured he said: “Oh, when shall | become worthy, 
through fire and torture, to make an end for the Name of Jesus Christ, my 
Lord and God?” HOLY MARTYR TRYPHON IS CELEBRATED FEBRUARY 14TH. 


SAINT SAVA, ARCHBISHOP OF SERBIA 
The son of Serbian National leader $ 


Stevan Nemanja, Saint Sava was 
born in 1169. As a young man Saint 
Sava yearned for the spiritual life, 
which lead him to flee to the Holy 
Mountain where he became a monk, 
and with rare zeal followed the asce- 
tic practises. Sava obtained inde- 
pendence for the Serbian Church, 
granted by the emperor and the 
Patriarch of Constantinople, and 
became its first archbishop. Together 
with his father, Sava built the 
monastery of Hilandar followed by 
the building of many other monas- 
teries, churches and schools throughout the land of Serbia. He made peace 
among his two brothers, who were in conflict over their rights. Sava also 
made peace between the Serbs and their neighbors. In creating the Serbian 
Church, he created the Serbian state and Serbian culture along with it. He 
brought peace to all the Balkan peoples, working for the good of all, for 
which he was venerated and loved by all on the Balkan peninsula. He gave 
a Christian soul fo the people of Serbia, which survived the fall of the Serbian 
state. He died in Trnovo during the reign of King Asen, after being taken ill 
following the Divine Liturgy on the Feast of the Theophany in 1236. King 
Vladislav took is body to Mileseva, where one turkish Sinan Pasha removed it, 
burning it at Vrachar in Belgrade on May 10, 1595. © 
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SAINT NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER 
SS His parents Theophanes and Nona 


dedicated their only son to God. 
Today he is famed throughout the 
entire world as Saint Nicholas. He 
was instructed in the spiritual life 
by his uncle Nicholas, Bishop of 
Pater, and became a monk. Saint 
Nicholas embraced a life of soli- 
tude and silence after years of 
charitable work, having distrib- 
uted all the property he inherited 
from his parents to the poor. His 
solitude and silent life ended 
when he heard a voice say fo him, 
‘Nicholas, set about your work 
among the people if you desire to receive a crown from Me.’ Nicholas was a 
true shepherd of his flock as archbishop of the city of Myra in Lycia. He 
always was a defender of the truth of God and a champion of justice among 
the people. People considered Nicholas a saint even during his lifetime and 
invoked his aid when in torment or distress. He would appear both in dreams 
and in reality to those who called upon him for help, and his presence among 
people would bring solace, peace, and goodwill. G ] 
SAINT NICHOLAS IS CELEBRATED DECEMBER 19TH. 


HOLY AND GREAT MARTYR GEORGE 

This renowned and glorious mar- 
tyr was born in Cappodacia. His 
mother moved to Palaestine after 
his God-fearing father suffered 
' for Christ. George joined the 
Roman army and rose to Tribune. 
When the Emperor Diocletian 
| began persecuting believers, 
George boldly confessed that he 
| wos a Christian, He was thrown 
into prison and tortured in many 
cruel ways, even poisoned, but 
: through his prayers to God he 
| healed instantly to the amaze- 
ment of the people. Before being 
beheaded in 303, George performed miracles and after his death miracles 
were witnessed at his grave. He had appeared in dreams to those seeking his 
help. He was born to wealthy parents, but left his love, status and wealth to 
the whole world and the Lord endowed him with the power to help those in 
need and distress. sAINT GEORGE IS CELEBRATED MAY 6TH. 


DEP BEAR OR SANCTUARY 


The Holy Altar, or Sanctuary, is the most Holy place in 
the church. It represents the dwelling of the Most High =” 
God, as did the Holy of Holies in the temple of the xe” 
Old Testament. The floor of the Holy Altar is very often ie : 
raised above all the other sections of the church to = 


emphasize it’s importance. 


In the middle of the Holy Altar stands a rectangular = - 
table of wood, which in Serbian is called a chasna — 
trapeza or sveti presto — the Holy Throne. In the mid- i= _ 
dle of the Holy Throne is a 
small cavity for the Holy 
Relics. A small part of the 
body of a saint or martyr is 
placed there by the Bishop 
during the consecration 
service of the church. This ® 
is to indicate that the Holy Fe 
Church of Christ is built on the faith of saints, sci, 

and confessors, as the first Christians built the early 

churches on the tombs of saints, martyrs and confessors 


of Christ. 


The Holy Throne here represents the Holy Throne of 
God, around which are present invisible angels and 
archangels. This is the Altar on which the Lamb of 
God — Jesus, is being sacrificed; Golgatha (Calvary) 
and the sepulcher in which He was buried. The Holy 
Throne is covered with a white linen, called srachica, 
falas le shroud i in which the Body of Our 

25% (RR Lord was wrapped at 
| Crucifixion. Over the 
| srachica another cover 
OP is laid, of rich fabric 
called inditija. Before 
© they are placed on the 
Holy Throne both the 
@& srachica and inditija 


Ms must be blessed. 


The icon in front of the Holy Throne is the same as the image on the Corporal. 
The Corporal is a silken cloth with a picture in black ink representing deposition 
into the grave of the Dead Body of Christ. Around the picture, the instruments 
of Passion and Burial are also represented. 
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On the Holy Throne is the corporal, in Serbian 
anitimins, without which the Holy Liturgy can not be 
performed. The corporal means something that serves 
as a substitute for the Holy Throne. The corporal is a 
square linen or silken cloth with a picture in black ink 
representing deposition into the grave of the Dead 
Body of Christ. Around the picture, the instruments of 
Passion and Burial are also represented. Sewn in the 
corporal is a tiny bag with relics of a martyr or other 
saints. The corporal is consecrated by the Bishop and 
is kept on the Holy Throne. 


The corporal came into use very early, during the per- 
secution of the Christians. At that time, churches were 
built over the tombs of martyrs and saints. The pres- 
ence of relics was regarded as a requisite for the cel- 
ebration of the Holy Liturgy. When infidels and 
heretics began to raid and profane Orthodox places 
of worship, the persecuted Christians sewed the relics 
into the consecrated linen and carried it along; and 
wherever they laid it, it was regarded as the proper 
place for the celebration of the Holy Liturgy. In giving 
the corporal to a church, the Bishop actually gives his 
permission and blessing for the establishment of the 
respective church. 


A square cloth, called iliton, is used to wrap the cor- 
poral. A sponge or guba, is kept in the corporal. It is 
small in size and pressed thin. With it the priest col- 
lects the fragments that accidentally fall off the paten 
onto the corporal and puts them in the chalice. 


4 Also included on the Holy Throne 


] - are the oe Retigious 


® krst; nance ee — a small 
F{ metal or wooden model of a 
church in which the Holy 
“.\) Communion is saved for the 
; BF sick Christians; and vessels 

S#. with the holy chrism and oil, or 
sasudi so avetiin mirom i uljem. The oil is blessed by 
the priest and used in the holy sacrament of Baptism 
and the Holy Chrism is blessed by Bishops and used 
in the Holy Sacrament of Chrismation. To complete 


the altar, candelabras are placed at the end of the 


Holy Throne. To the left section of the Holy Altar there 
is a small table called the table of oblation or 
Zrtvenik, (usually made of the same materials as the 
Holy Throne) on which the elements of bread and 
wine are prepared for the supreme sacrifice which 
will be rendered on the Holy Throne during the Holy 
Liturgy. Eastward from the Holy Throne, against the 
semi-circular end of the church, and elevated by one 
step, is a throne called gornje mesto. The Bishop sits 
on this throne to repre- aaa 
sent Jesus Christ sitting 
on His throne of glory. | 
To the right and left sec- 
tions of the Holy Altar | © 
are small rooms called) 
sacristies, or djakonik, | 
for church robes and | 
utensils. Usually deacons 
take care or supervise 
their storage and use. 
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%- In addition to the sacred vessels mentioned above, 


tm which are kept at all times on the Holy Throne, there 
® are those which are placed on the Zrivenik (table of 


Chalice for drying and cleaning it 
after the Holy Communion. 


Paten, diskos which is a metallic 
plate with or without a base made 
of the same material as the chalice. 
In reference to the Birth of Christ it 
represents the manger in which 
Christ was born. 


Star, zvezdica made of arched 
metallic strips fastened together 
crosswise, which represent the star 
of Bethlehem. 


Spear, koplie a sharp double- 
edged knife ending in a point so as 
to represent a spear. Its handle 
ends in a cross. Symbolically it rep- 


fi, 
resents the spear with which a AY 
. 3 ; Le 
Roman soldier pierced the side of is 
is ie 
the Crucified Jesus. Co sen 


Veils, pokrovi there are three; one 
to cover the chalice, another to 


cover the paten, and a third called i, 
vozduh covering both of them at eh 

the end of proskomidjia. Usually vA 
they are made of the same material nA 

as the priest’s vestments. They sym- Gh 
bolize the linen in which the Body of giesls “I 


Christ was enveloped before burial 


in the grave. 
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Cruets are two containers, usually two bottles, one for 
wine and the other for cold water. 


Vessel for warmth, sud za teplotu, a metallic vesse 
for the heated water used in the Holy Communion. 


Spoon, kasicica with which the priest administers the 
Holy Communion. Its handle ends in a cross. 


Napkin, ubrus with which the helper wipes off the 


lips of the communicants. 


Anafora plate, a large metallic tray for the distribution 
of anafora or holy bread at the end of the Holy Liturgy. 


Censer, kadionica is a metallic vessel in which char- 


coal and incense are burned. 


Vessel, petohjebnica for blessing of bread, wheat, 
wine and oil, used at solemn vespers or of vigils of 
great holidays. 


Crowns or wreaths, venci two of them are used during 
the performance of the Holy Sacrament of Matrimony. 


Processional cross and fans with long handles, ripide 
are kept in the Holy Altar and are used by the Altar 
Boys for the processionals. 
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SACRED VESTMENTS 


In the Old Testament we find the commandment of 
God specifying that clergymen were permitted to per- 
form church ceremonies only when they were prop- 


ie sales eal 
The Orthodox Church has faithfully preserved that 
biblical spirit in the worship of God. When celebrat- 
ing, the orthodox clergymen must be properly clothed 


in sacred vestments. The church vestments are made, 
usually, of heavy, richly embroidered fabric in various 
colors. White represents purity and joy; red refers to 
the Blood shed by Jesus and the martyrs; green sym- 
bolizes hope for eternal life; and black signifies sor- 
row and repentance. Black vestments are used in the 
Celebration of the Holy Liturgy of the Presanctified 
Gifts. The priest wears black vestments for funeral and 
memorial services as well (except services for children 
and the Resurrection season). 


THE PRIEST’S VESTMENTS 


When an Orthodox priest eee the Holy Liturgy, 
he must put on himself the following vestments: alb, 


stole, girdle, cuffs, genual (if fe is pines to wear it), 


An alb, stihar is a loose fitting tunic, with narrow 
sleeves, which reaches down to the ankles. It is usu- 
ally made of white linen. The white color represents 
holiness and purity. Symbolically, the alb signifies the 
shining garment of the angels who appeared at the 
tomb of the Risen Lord and at his Ascension. 


The stole, epitrahilj is a broad strip of fabric hanging 
around the neck of the priest extending down to 
below his knees. The two ends are sewn together up 
to the priest’s chest, leaving an opening to fit over his 
head and is embellished with crosses. It signifies the 
grace of the Holy Spirit which is poured upon the 
priest, as in the Old Testament the Holy Oil was 
poured upon him for consecration. 


The girdle, pojas is a narrow belt tied over the alb 
and stole, representing the towel with which Jesus 
Christ girdled Himself while washing the feet of his 
disciples at the Last Supper. A cross is embroidered in 
the front. 


The cuffs, narukvice are made of the same fabric as 
the whole vestment, and are embellished with crosses. 
The priest ties them over the alb on the ends of the 
sleeves. They represent the shackles worn by Jesus 


Christ during His passion. 


The genual, nadbedrenik is a decoration bestowed 
by the Bishop upon his most distinguished priests. The 
Genual is a diamond-shaped piece of vestment, 
which is ornamental and made of the same fabric as 
the entire vestment. It has an embroidered cross in the 
middle, and tassels that hang from each of it's three 
corners. It hangs from the girdle of the priest at his 
right side. The genual signifies the spiritual sword, 
being the word of God by which its wearer is armed 
against heretical (false) teachings. 


The chasuble, felon It is a circular, bell-shaped vest- 
ment which is cut short in front to the elbows and, in 
the back, reaches down below the knees. On the 
back of the chasuble, a large cross is embroidered, 
sometimes with the image of our Lord or the Mother 
of God with the Infant Jesus in the middle of it. 


The pectoral cross, naprsni krst is the highest deco- 
ration that a Serbian Orthodox priest can receive. 
This high ranking priest's title, Stavrofor in Serbian, 
which is an adopted Greek word meaning the cross- 
bearer. The Stavrofor wears this pectoral cross at all 
times, and when celebrating the Holy Liturgy, he 
wears it over the chasuble. The pectoral cross signifies 
the Cross of Jesus Christ. 


4) 


PLATYTERA 


The name of the large icon representing the Mother of 
God in the Sanctuary apse comes form the Greek 
phrase ‘Platytera’ (Platytera ton ouranon), which 
means that She is mystically “vaster” or “more spa- 
cious” than the heavens. In Slavonic we call this icon 
“Shirshaya Nebes”, which is an exact translation_of 
the Greek. Why would the Holy Fathers direct us to 
put this particular icon in the very center of the 
church, overpowering every other icon with its 
immense size? It is because the Kingdom of Heaven is 
opened to us sinners, because as a little child She 
bore in her womb He Whom the universe itself could 
not contain. She was therefore, mystically “more spa- 
cious than the Heaven” since the heavens could not 
contain their Creator, as She did, in her virgin womb. 
The icon’s great size and noticeability emphasize the 
great mystery of our faith, how our great and mag- 
nificent God, all powerful and glorious Creator of 


42 heaven and earth lowered Himself to become man. 


The Greek letters MPOY (Mother of God) and IC.XC 
Jesus Christ) and the letters of the halo of Christ 
OWH (The Existing One) are common to all icons of 


Christ and Mother of God. 


The Mother of God is shown, as is customary, in a 
deep red colored robe, similar to the kind worn by 
noble women in Roman times. The stars which 
appear on her head and shoulders symbolize her 
God-preserved virginity before, after, and during the 
birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Her hands are out- 
stretched in a gesture of fervent prayer and protection 
as if over the whole universe. 


In stature, Our Saviour appears on this icon as a little 
child. Christ’s face is not as an infant, but as the Son of 
God, the one who in fact was older than His Mother. 
Therefore, He may seem to us more as an adult than 
as a child. He blesses us with both hands, the fingers 
of which are arranged in the IC XC (Jesus Christ). 


Our Saviour is dressed in golden robes, also of the 
type worn in Roman times. He is not held by His 
Mother in this icon, because He is depicted in a 
‘glory’ — an oval shape radiating with light. Here this 
glory symbolizes the very womb of the Mother of 
God. We are, in fact, looking at an icon of the Lord 
in the womb of His Mother, Who was, as mentioned 
previously, “More Spacious’ than the heavens. Two 
angels bow in adoration to the Lord on either side of 
the Mother of God. Their presence emphasizes the 
participation of the spiritual powers in the events of 
our salvation. They bow in adoration to their Creator 
and in awe of She Who is “more honorable than the 
cherubim and beyond compare, more glorious than 
the seraphim’, and truly “More Spacious than the 
Heavens”. One angel extends his hands in supplica- 
tion, while the other bows with covered hands, a sign 
of deep reverence and respect before holy things. 
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HOLY EUCHARIST 


The icon mural painted immediately below the Mother 
of God is a composition known as the HOLY EUCHARIST 
or DIVINE LITURGY. This icon is often confused with 
the icon of the MYSTICAL SUPPER in which Christ is 
seated at the table with His twelve Apostles on the 
night before His passion. The icon painted on the 
eastern wall of the sanctuary is clearly not the Last or 
Mystical Supper, since Christ appears here in priestly 
robes and the Apostle Paul is present, (which would 
have been historically impossible at the last Supper), 
and Judas is not depicted at all. The icon is liturgical 
and didactic, in the sense that it is not depicting an his- 
torical event in the life of Christ, (as the Last Supper 
would), but showing us the essence of the Divine Liturgy 
in that the holy apostles partake in the mystery of 
Christ's body and blood in the form of bread and wine. 


Our Saviour is shown in the bright liturgical vestments 
of a bishop, blessing with both hands the bread and 
wine of the Liturgy. By appearing in liturgical gar- 
ments rather than in His customary deep blue cloak 
and red toga, the figure of the Lord is represented as 
High Priest, and puts the office of bishop in its proper 
perspective. Here the Lord serves the Divine Liturgy 
not only for his Apostles, but mystically for us as well. 
The apostles depicted follow traditional patterns of 
iconography and it is clear that there are apostles 
shown who are not usually included among the 
twelve. One can see Paul standing first in line for the 
cup, and Luke, the curly haired Apostle behind him. 


Twelve Apostles are shown to preserve the character 
of the original Apostolic group, just as Matthias was 
chosen by the eleven disciples to replace Judas, so 


that the number twelve could be preserved. 


The Liturgy is being served upon an ornate altar, 
vested in royal red, and canopied with a pillared bal- 
dachin. The presence of this canopy, which was a 
regular feature of ancient churches, emphasizes the 
connection between the rites of the New Testament 
church and their prefigurement in the sacrifices of the 
Old Testament. Before the temple was constructed, 
these rites and sacrifices took place under a tent. On 
the Holy Table, along with the chalice and the diskos 
or paton, is an open Gospel bearing the words: 
“am the bread of Life: he that cometh unto me shall 
not hunger.” In further accordance with the liturgical 
nature of the icon, two angles, robed as deacons, 
wave the liturgical fans in honor over the holy items. 
The architectural devices in the background (two 
buildings and a wall) serve only to place this event on 
the earth rather than in the heavens. Ornate golden 
text above the icon says in Slavonic essentially what is 
written below in English: “Take, eat this is my Body 
which is broken for you” on one side, and “Drink of it, 


all of you, this is my Blood of the New Testament” on 
the other. 


SAINT BASIL THE GREAT 


faa 


<< 


Lu 
az The recess on the altar east wall, south side, contains 


= the icon of Saint Basil the Great, AD 330 to 379. Like 
= Saint John Chrysostom, Saint Basil was an early 
church Father. He established Nicean Orthodoxy over 


m Arianism in the Byzantine east. His liturgical works are 


=, celebrated in the eastern and western churches. 
< 
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SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 


In the recess on the altar wall on the north side, is the 
icon of Saint John Chrysostom, AD 347 to 407, a 
church Father whose liturgical works earned him the 
dedication of the Divine Liturgy in his name. He wrote 
brilliant homilies, interpreting the Bible literally rather 
than allegorically. Saint John is celebrated in both the 
eastern and western church. 


NINO RIX] CHRYSOSTOM 
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THE VINE OF THE NEMANJICH DYNASTY 


< As referenced earlier in the guide the choir loft is 
= & locuted in the vestibule of Hm dud. The access to 
- © the loft is through a small stairway on the right as you 
S enter the church. If one were standing on the soleja in 
= front of the royal doors and looked up you would first 
= see Saint Andrew, the patron saint of our Karageorge 
= Choir, and then the choir members. The loft for the 
= choir is typical in the Orthodox church. It acoustically 
lends itself to the beauty of the Divine Services. 
Orthodox church music is sung acapella. The choir 
= members are uniquely surrounded by Serbian Saints 
through painted icongraphy. This icon on the west 
wall of the choir loft shows our Saviour Jesus Christ 
blessing the Serbian Saints. It is called vine of the 
Nemanjich Dynasty, in Serbian Loza Nemaniica. 


The icon of the First-Called of the Apostles, mounted on the choir loft balcony, 
is placed there because Saint Andrew is the patron saint of our Karageorge 
Choir. Saint Andrew is also the patron saint of the Karageorgevich Dynasty for 
whom our choir is named. Saint Andrew is celebrated December 13th. 
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OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST 


1. OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST 

2. SAINT LAZAR, PRINCE OF SERBIA 

3. SAINT SAVA, ARCHBISHOP OF SERBIA 

4. SAINT SIMEON, THE OUTPOURER OF MYRRH 
5. SAINT STEPHEN, KING OF SERBIA, THE FIRST-CROWNED 
6. SAINT STEPHEN OF DECANI 

7. SAINT MILICA, PRINCESS OF SERBIA 

8. SAINT BASIL OF OSTROG 

9. SAINT MILUTIN 

10. SAINT ANASTASIA 

11. SAINT MAKARIUS, SERBIAN PATRIARCH 

12. SAINT JOANNCIUS 

13. SAINT ANGELINA 

14. HOLY FATHER ROMANUS THE METHODIST 
15. SAINT JOHN DAMACENE 


A9 


50 


SAINT LAZAR, PRINCE oO rai 
a \ w He was one of the greatest men 
oe of Serbia ruling the kingdom after 
Cy Seco) King Dushan. Upon the death of 
1} King Uros, Lazar was crowned 
\ King of Serbia by Patriarch 
Ephriam. He sent a delegation to 
S- Constantinople, including a monk 
called Isaiah to plead for the 
= removal of the anathema from the 
| Serbian people. He went to war on 
| several occasions against the 
Turkish Pasha and he finally clashed 
with the Turkish king ae at ficate on June 28, 1389, where he was 


slain. Lazar’s body was taken to Ravanica near Cupria, a foundation of his, 
and was buried there but was later taken to New Ravanica in Srem. In 1942, 
during the Second World War, his body was taken to Belgrade and placed in 
the Cathedral. Until recently the Serbian church has taken the body through- 
out the country and it is now in its final resting place in Ravanica where it has 
been preserved to this day. Saint Lazar's preserved body offers comfort and 
healing to all who turn to him in prayer. He restored Hilandar and Gornjak, 
built Ravanica and the Lazarica in Krusevac and was the founder of Saint 
Panteleimon, the Russian monastery on The Holy Mountain, as well as other 
numerous churches and monasteries. € 


SAINT SAVA, ARCHBISHOP OF SERBIA 

The son of Serbian National leader 
Stevan Nemanja, Saint Sava was 
> born in 1169. As a young man 
By Saint Sava yearned for the spiri- 
| tual life, which lead him to flee to 
the Holy Mountain where he 
became a monk, and with rare 
| zeal followed the ascetic practises. 
Nemanja followed his son's exam- 
BS ple and himself went to the Holy 
Mountain, where he lived and 


| ended his days as the monk 
Simeon. Sava obtained ialipenloice for the Serbian Church, granted by the 
emperor and the Patriarch of Constantinople, and became its first arch- 
bishop. Together with his father, Sava built the monastery of Hilandar fol- 
lowed by the building of many other monasteries, churches and schools 
throughout the land of Serbia. He traveled to the Holy land of Jerusalem on 
two occasions, on pilgrimage to the Holy sites there. He made peace among 
his two brothers, who were in conflict over their rights. Sava also made peace 
between the Serbs and their neighbors. In creating the Serbian Church, he 
created the Serbian state and Serbian culture along with it. He brought peace 


to all the Balkan peoples, working for the good of all, for which he was ven- 
erated and loved by all on the Balkan peninsula. He gave a Christian soul to 
the people of Serbia, which survived the fall of the Serbian state. He died in 
Trnovo during the reign of King Asen, after being taken ill following the 
Divine Liturgy on the Feast of the Theophany in 1236. King Vladislav took his 
body to Mileseva, where one turkish Sinan Pasha removed it, burning it at 
Vrachar in Belgrade on May 10, 1595. @& 


SAINT SIMEON, THE OUTPOURER OF MYRRH 


Stevan Nemanja, the great ruler 
of the Serbian people, unifier of 
the Serbian lands, creator of an 
independent Serbian government, | 
defender of Orthodoxy, driver-out 
of heresy, was first baptized in the 
Latin Church but later became a 
member of the Orthodox Church. 
In its organization the church was } 
at first dependent on Greece, but oF 
later shook off this dependence ) \_ 


and became totally autonomous. 
When Nemanja had strengthened the state ne the Orthodox Church wih 
the state, he then followed the example of his son Sava and received the 
monastic habit at the monastery of Studenica in 1195. It was then that he 
took the name Simeon. Simeon’s wife Anna also received the monastic habit 
and the name Anastasia, and retired to a women’s monastery. After two 
years of monasticism at Studenica, Simeon went to the Holy Mountain in 
Greece. There he stayed at first in the monastery of Vatopedi together 
with Sava. Father and son spent days and nights in prayer. There they built 
six chapels: to the Savior, the Unmercenaries, Saint George, Saint Theodore, 
the Forerunner and Saint Nicholas. They bought the ruins of Hilandar and 
built a beautiful monastery in which Simeon lived for only eight months 
before his death. As he breathed his last breath, Sava, according to his 
father’s wish, placed him on a simple rush mat. With his eyes fixed on the 
icon of the Mother of God with the Savior, the blessed elder pronounced 
these words: ‘Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord’ and he went 
to the Lord on February 26, 1200. @ 
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SAINT STEPHEN, KING OF SERBIA, THE FIRST-CROWNED 


Saint Stephen, also known by his 
spiritual name, Simon the Monk. 
! Stephen was crowned king at Zica, 
his foundation, by his brother and 
spiritual father, Saint Sava. He was 
| a devout Christian and a wise 
and peaceloving ruler. Stephen, 
together with Saint Sava, raised 
Orthodoxy to great heights among 
his people. At his desire, Saint Sava 
} mode him a monk, giving him the 
i name Simon. Stephen entered into 


rest in nih Lord on role 24th, 1224, and his relics are preserved 


at Studenica. 


SAINT STEPHEN OF DECANI 


| Holy Martyr Saint Stephen was the 
| father of King Dusan and the son 
| of King Milutin. He was ordered to 
| be blinded by his ill-informed 
| father, and in his old age was 
| drowned by the command of his 
| light-minded son. In the church at 
=| Ove Polie, the Sheep Pasture, 
| Saint Nicholas appeared to him 
5) saying, “Stephen, don’t be afraid; 
| your eyes have been given to me 


4 and | will return them to you in 
due course.” After five years in exile in the monastery Pantocrator in 
Constantinople, where through his wisdom, meekness, and devotion his 
patience and greatness of soul were demonstrated. Saint Nicholas again 
appeared to him, and with the sign of the Cross restored his sight. In pious 
gratitude, Stephen built the monastery of Decani, one of the finest examples 
of Byzantine work and one of the most famous memorials of Serbian devo- 
tion. Saint Stephen of Decani lived his time on earth as a martyr and died as 
a martyr in 1336, receiving the wreath of immortal glory from the Almighty 
Whom he had served so faithfully. @ 


Wife of the holy prince Lazar, 
Milica ruled the people of Serbia 
after her husband's death at 
Kosovo until her son Stefan came 
of age. She then retired to her 
foundation of Ljubostinja and, as 
the nun Evgenia (later Eprosynia, 
on taking the great Habit) lived in 
great wisdom and devotion. She 


died on November 11th, 1405. @ i | 


Born in selo Popovo, Hercegovina, 
Saint Basil demonstrated his love 
for the church and God from an 


early age. He was tonsured in the 


Monastery of the Dormition of the 
Mother of God at Trebinje, later 


consecrated Bishop of Zahum and f° 


Skenderia. The monastery Tvrdos 
was his residence until it was 
destroyed by the Turks, causing 
Basil to move to Ostrog. He lived 


there in strict asceticism, protecting | 
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SAINT MILICA, PRINCESS OF SERBIA 
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his flock with unceasing and loving prayers. He died in the 16h Faia 
leaving his whole and healing body uncorrupt and wonderworking to the 
present day. The miracles at the grave of Saint Basil are beyond number and 
Christians and Muslims alike hasten to his relics to find healing from the 
gravest illnesses and sufferings. Each year at Pentecost a great national gath- 
ering is held at his grave. Saint Basil is celebrated May 12th. 


He was the son of Uros | and Queen 
Helena and the brother of Dragutin. 


SAINT MILUTIN 


Holy King Milutin fought Michael § 


Palaecologus, who had accepted a 
union with Rome and put pressure |™ 
on the Balkan people and the | 


monks of Athos to accept the Pope. 


He fought against Bulgarians and | 
Tartars to defend his country while | 


ceaselessly praying to God for His 
help and blessing. He built more 
than forty churches including 
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Treskavac, Gracanica, Saint George in Nagoric, the Holy Mother of God in 
Skoplje, Banjska, and in Salonika, Sophia, Constantinople, Jerusalem and 
many more. He entered into God’s hands in 1320 and his body was seen to 
be uncorrupt and wonder- working. It is still preserved in that state today in 
the Church of the Holy King in Sophia. 


SAINT ANASTASIA 


9 This great and virtuous Serbian 
mo woman was the wife of Stevan 
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| Nemanja and mother of Saint 
( | Sava. She gave birth and raised 


| she spent her days in prayer and 
benefaction. Following her hus- 
| band’s monastic life, she also 
became a nun at the monastery of 
the Most Holy Mother of God in 
Prokuplie, Serbia. She fell asleep 
in the Lord in her odvanced age and is venerated on the 30th of August, on 
the Feast of the Assembly of Serbian Saints and Enlighteners. 


SAINT MAKARIUS, SERBIAN PATRIARCH 


Saint Makarius was related to 
Mehmed Pasha Sokolovich, who 
was the Grand Vizier and son-in- 
law of Sultan Selim. Before he was 
= elected to the Patriarchal throne, 
he served as Archimandrite of 
Hilander Monastery on Mount 
% Athos. He was the first patriarch of 
: the renewed Serbian Patriarch of 
7 | Pec, which lead to the unitied 
| Serbian church in the spirit of 


me | | | Orthodox Universality, covering all 
the regions ves Serbian lived. He had over forty dioceses in his jurisdic- 
tion. During his tenure he cared for monasticism and the education of young 
priests. Makarius supplied churches and monasteries with utensils and books 
while supervising church properties. As a friend and relative of Mehmed 
Pasha Sokolovich, Makarius obtained special privileges for the church 
from the Turkish Sultan. He also received the title Protector of state and 
peoples’ traditions. 


SAINT JOANNICIUS 


Saint Joannicivs was Archbishop 
and the First Patriarch of Serbia. 
Born in Prizren, he served first as 
secretary to King Dushan. He 
became Archbishop in 1339, and in } 
1346 was raised to the rank of 
Patriarch. He was a zealous pastor 
and brought order to the Serbian } 
Church, Joannicius was considered |” 
‘a great upholder of the Church’s 
laws’. He entered into rest on 
September 16, 1349, and his relics 
are preserved at Pec. 


SAINT ANGELINA 


The Pious and Venerable Saint 
Angelina was the daughter of the [9” ems 
Honorable Orthodox Albanian anreAtiaS, 
Prince Arijanit. Her parents raised |.?= : 
her to have a strong belief in the 
teaching of Christ and a deep devo- fF 
tion to God. In 1461 she married 
the Serbian Prince Stephan, who |= 
was blinded and exiled by the : 
Turks. Stephan was the son of the | 
Serbian ruler Djuradj Brankovich. 
After Stephan’s death in 1476, | _ | 
Angelina moved to Kupinovo with her ‘iene children. she loter went fo Srem 


where her oldest son George, who became the monk Maxim, became 
Metropolitan of Belgrade and Srem. He built the Monastery Krushedol in 
Fruska Gora. After Metropolitan Maxim's death, Angelina took monastic 
vows and dedicated herself to prayer and asceticism. She did charitable 
works and repaired old churches during her time in Srem. Because of her 
devotion, this Christian woman, wife, and mother was honored with the fitle 
“Mother Angelina”. She departed the earthly life in 1520 and was laid to 
rest in a female monastery near Krushedol. Saint Angelina is celebrated 


August 12th. © 


HOLY FATHER ROMANUS THE MELODIST 


Born in the Syrian town of Emesa, he served as a verger first in Beirut and 
then in Constantinople at the cathedral, in the time of Patriarch Euphemius 
(490-96). Illiterate, and with no musical training, he was despised by certain 
educated clergy. Saint Romanus prayed weeping fo the Mother of God and 
she appeared to him in a dream. She extended a piece of paper out to him, 
and told him to swallow it. On the following day, which was Christmas, 
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Romanus went up to the ambon and, with an angelic voice, sang: ‘Today the 
Virgin...’, which has come down to us as the Kontakion of the Feast. The 
faithful marvelled at the words of the hymn and at the singer's voice. Thus 
receiving the gift of song from the Mother of God, Romanus composed more 
than a thousand kontakia. He died as a deacon of the great Church in 
Constantinople in 530. 


SAINT JOHN DAMACENE 


He was first a minister of Caliph Abdul-Malek, and then became a monk in 
monastery of Saint Sava the Sanctified. Saint John Damacene was an ardent 
advocate of venerating icons during the iconoclatic reign of Emperor Leo the 
Isaurian. It was because of this stance that the Emperor ordered Saint John’s 
hand cut off. John fell down in prayer before the icon of the Most Holy 
Mother of God, and his hand was rejoined to his arm and miraculously 
healed. When he beheld this wonder, the Caliph repented, but John no longer 
wished to remain at court as a nobleman, and withdrew to a monastery. From 
the start he was a model of humility, obedience, and of all the works of ascet- 
icism prescribed for monks. He wrote the hymns for the Parting of the Soul 
from the Body, put together the Octoechos, the Irmologion, Meanologion and 
Easter Cannon and wrote many theological works of inspired profoundity. A 
great monk, hymnographer, theologian, and a great warrior for the truth of 
Christ, Damacene is counted among the great Fathers of the Church. He 
entered peacefully into rest in about 749, at the age of 75 years old. 


Saint Sava Serbian Orthodox Church welcomes 
us with a prayer on the day of our birth, blessing 


our entrance into the world. 


She gives us our name on the eighth day, as is 
the ancient custom according to the Orthodox 
Book of Needs, the Trebnik. 


She baptizes us and anoints us with the Seal of 
the Holy Spirit. 


She leads us before and into the sanctuary on 
the 40th day after birth and dedicates us to God. 


She absolves us of repented sins and nourishes us 


with our spiritual food — Holy Communion. 


She teaches us, leading us to a saving knowledge 


of Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
She crowns marriage with God's richest blessings. 


She stands by us in moments of illness, anointing 


us with God's healing Sacrament of Holy Unction. 


She is by our side with prayers when the hour of 


death comes. 


She does not forget us after we have left this 
physical world; she continues to remember us with 


memorial prayers until the end of the world. 


She leads us in preserving and perpetuating our 
great Serbian American Orthodox customs and 


traditions. 


She preserves our national consciousness and 
makes us proud to keep our identity in the world’s 


vast conglomeration of nations and faiths. 


She gives us the Clergy, those dedicated and 
ordained individuals who serve God and adminis- 


ter to our spiritual needs. 


She provides a place to congregate for fellowship 


and social needs. 


She was, she is, and she always will be our spiritual 


security in a fast, modern world. 


WHAT IS A CHURCH? 


Orthodox Christianity teaches that the church is 
God's created community of faithful, who are united ™ 
in one faith in the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, with 
one teaching, one canonical heirarchy, and one 
Divine Sacraments. The church is an intercessor of 
our sanctification. The head of our church is Jesus 
Christ. She, the church, is His spiritual body and 
Christians are her members (| Corinthians 12:12-20, 27, 
28). The word ‘church’ means the “house of the Lord’, 


a temple where the faithful congregate for prayer and 
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participate in the services (1 Corinthians 14:34; Revela- 
tion 11:1-2, 4-17). It is a place where the community 
of people unite with the covenant of faith (Acts 19:30; 
| Corinthians 15:9; Galatians 1:13). 


In locality the church is earthly and heavenly. The 
earthly church ceaselessly fights the enemies of salva- 
tion fo prepare its members for the heavenly church 
and life eternal. The heavenly church is free of combat, 
and glorifies the victory of the earthly church. The 
Church triumphant is for the members who finish their 
earthly lives with victory over the enemies of salvation. 


To place it in historical time, the church is both Old 
Testament and New Testament. The Old Testament is 
the church patriarchy and the church law-abiding. 
The Patriarchal Church has existed from the time of 
creation until the time of Moses, and it governed itself 
in accordance with God's oral traditions that were 
passed from one generation to the next. The law 
abiding church existed from the time of Moses until 
the time of Christ and governed itself in accordance 
to written Commandments that God gave to Moses. 
The New Testament Church was instituted by Jesus 
Christ. She exists now and will exist until the end of 
the world and governs herself according to Christ’s 


Commandments. 
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ORIGIN OF THE CHURCH 


¥ The church has its origin in Paradise, the Garden of 
= Eden, when God communicated directly with Adam 
and Eve. After their fall God continued to care for 
E mankind. He gives us promise that “the seed of woman 
5 will destroy the head of a snake” (Genesis 3:15). 
M This marks the beginning of the belief in the future 
Messiah. Later came the prophecies and prototypes 
and finally the Old Testament Law which led us 


to the Saviour. 
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Christ came to earth for the salvation of mankind and 
He brought with Him teachings that contained all the 
elements that lead to salvation.He instituted the 
Church and gave us the beginning of Christianity so 
that faithful followers could benefit from His redemp- 
tive work. Saint Paul the Apostle said “For no other 
foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid 
which is Jesus Christ.” (I Corinthians 3:11); “For the 
Lord purchased the church with His own blood and 
became her chief cornerstone.” (Acts 16:18). When 
Saint Peter the Apostle confessed that Christ was the 
Son of God, our Saviour Himself told him “...and on 
this rock | will build My church and the gates of 
Hades shall not prevail against it.” (Matthew 16:18). 
Christ established the church and placed the founda- 
tion when He chose the 12 Apostles. He armed them 
with His Holy Spirit on Pentecost Day and sent them 
into the world to preach His teachings. 


The Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is not only the 
Founder, but is also the Head of the church where He 
resides ceaselessly, and says “I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20). He gov- 
erns and directs the church and fills her with grace 
and truth because He is “full with grace and truth’ 
(John 1:14-16). Saint Paul the Apostle calls Christ the 
Head of the Church, and he calls the church His body. 
“He is the Head to the Body of the Church; God the 
Father put all things under His feet, and gave Him to 
be the head over all things to the church which is His 
body” (Colossians 1:18; Ephesians 1:22-23). 
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NATURE OF THE CHURCH 


The church is mystically visible and invisible a 
God/man organism. She is community of God and=. 
man of heaven and earth both temporal and eternal. 
Though the church is a visible community she is God's® 
family where the Holy Spirit dwells and the grace of 5 
God streams invisibly since the Descent of the Holy 
Spirit upon the Apostles. The church is simultaneously 
earthly and heavenly, visible and invisible. She iss 
earthly because she exists on earth and her members 
live on earth; she is heavenly because she is with her 
members in heaven; visible in that she has a definite 
hierarchy, and because the Grace of God is given 
through visible means; invisible because her Head, 
Christ, is invisible. Because of her invisible side, the 
church is more subject to existing in belief rather 


than knowledge. 


CHURCH BOUNDARIES 


The church is intended for all, therefore she strives to 
gain more individuals for its membership. Ideally, the Bx 
church envelops all of mankind, but realistically, note 
everyone belongs to a church. Christ commanded His\@ 
disciples “Go into all the world and preach the Gospel fig 
to every creature.” (Mark 16:15; Matthew 28:19). a2 
Therefore, every person who bears evangelical = 
preaching should become a member of the church 
because “Unless one is born with water and the Spirit, 

he cannot enter the Kingdom of God.” (John 3:5). 


A spiritual birth is possible only in the Church. 


In the broadest sense the church is a community of 
all sensible beings of angels and men (Ephesians 
1:10; 20-23). In the smaller sense, the church com- 
prises all people; the living faithful and those departed 
who believed in Christ as Saviour, either before or 


after His coming. 


Both the righteous and the sinners belong to the 
Church, as long as they were correctly baptized and 
did not fall away, but kept the true teachings of 
Christ. The fact that the sinners belong to the church 
is emphasized in Christ’s teaching when He compares 
the church with a supper, where both the good and 
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the evil participated. With a fish net that catches alll 
kinds of fish, 10 virgins, five wise and five foolish, all 
facets of mankind are represented and welcomed. 
Saint Paul the Apostle says “But in a great house there 
are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also of wood 
and clay, some for honor and some for dishonor.” 
(II Timothy 2:20). Christ came to save sinners because 
the healthy do not need a doctor. (Matthew 9:12-13). 


To the church also belong the souls of those faithful 
who died in true faith with holiness, and who 
received the wreath of glory because “God is not 
the God of the dead but God of the living, for in Him 
all are alive’ (II Timothy 4:8; James 1:2; Luke 20:33). To 
the church also belong those who died in faith and 
repentance, but during their lifetimes did not succeed 
to bring forth enough fruits of repentance for their 
justification. These are the people who did not receive 
their reward in heaven, but retain the hope that the 
prayers of their church will make them worthy of 


eternal blessedness. 


PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH 


= mankind and reunite them with God. Salvation con- 
sists of the sanctification of the sinful nature of man, 
® which then turns into the adoration of God. Jesus did 
save us but we need to personally accept His deed. 
Alone we cannot. We need an intercessor. Therefore, 
@ Christ established the church to be the intercessor of 
= our sanctification and a living instrument through 
which our salvation is realized. The church is a natu- 
ral continuation of the Saviour’s redemptive work on 
earth. In the church, through its hierarchy and other 
sanctified means, we receive the Grace of the Holy 
Spirit. That grace sanctifies us, redeems us, and pre- 
pares us for eternal life. Salvation lies in spiritual 
communication and unity with Christ, but full unity 
with Him is possible only through the church. Therefore 
the Kingdom of God begins in and with the church. 


Belonging to a church is indispensable for without it 
there is no salvation. Outside the church there is no 
truthful and right worship, there are no Divine 


24 Sacraments, no fruitful prayer, none of God's bless- 


ings. Christ is the Head of the church, with the Holy 
Trinity dwelling inside. The Holy Spirit permeates the 
church. Christ gave the church all means necessary 
for salvation, and gave it “all things that pertain to life 


and godliness,” (Il Peter 1:3). 


Believing in the church means being firmly convinced 
that the Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ dwells, works, 
teaches, and governs it. Therefore one is obligated to 
piously respect the church, keep her teachings and 
fulfill her Commandments. The apostates and the 
fallen ones deprive themselves of hope for salvation. 
For Christ said: “if he does not listen to the church 
let him be to you like a heathen.” (Matthew 18:17) 
for “to whom the church is not Mother, to him God is 
not Father” said Saint Cyprien of Carthage. 


Along with sanctification, the purpose of the church is 
to preserve the permanent nature of the teaching of 
Christ, to spread, and interpret it to the world. The 
church is eternal and indestructible. It has existed, 
and it will exist, for without her there is no salvation. 
Saint John Chrysostum says “It is impossible to sail 
across the sea without a ship”. The Holy Church of 
Christ in the world is likened to a ship on the sea. The 
Lord of this spiritual ship is Almighty God the Father, 
the navigator is the Only Begotten Son, and the 
favorable wind is the Holy Spirit. This spiritual ship, 
the church, moves across the sea of life reaching all 
believers and sincere Christians, bringing them into 
the Kingdom of God. Though exposed to wind and 
wave in the form of persecution and martyrdom, she 
never experienced catastrophe or shipwreck. Many 
enemies have risen, yet she has never succumbed to 
defeat. She is established on the words of the Lord 
“| will build my church and the gates of Hades shall 
not prevail against it.” (Matthew 16:18). 


64 


CHARACTERISTICS OF THE CHURCH 


Essential characteristics of the church originate in 
=4 her nature and purpose. Thus we confess in the 
Nicean Creed that ours is “One, Holy, Ecumenic, 
Z and Apostolic Church’. 


The church is One entity unified by its origin, foun- 
dation, organization, and purpose. This oneness can 
E be seen in the words of our Saviour: “I will build my 
= church”. He speaks of one, not many churches. Christ 
& is Her founder and She represents one spiritual body. 
5 Christ is the head of the Church, and She (the Church) 
is quickened by the spirit of God; the church has one 
truth and one hierarchy. She is like the body even 
though it has many different parts, so also is the 
Church as the body of Christ, one whole having 


many different members. 


THE CHURCH IS ONE 


Church members are separated into priests and flock. 
A oneness of spirit, soul, heart, and mind prevails 
among them. More importantly, there is a unique one- 
ness of faith, hope and love. In accordance with 
Christ's prayer to His Heavenly Father: “That they all 
may be one, as You, Father, are in Me , and | in You; 
that they also may be one in Us...” (John 17:21). The 
church’s unity of purpose is shown in Her willingness 
to bring together all members under God. Saint Paul 
the Apostle says: “...that all came to the unity of one.” 
(Ephesians 4:13). The church leads all of its members 
towards that goal (purpose). Saint Cyprian of Carthage 
wrote about the unity of the Church: “The sun has 
many rays but one light; there are many branches but 
one tree; one well but many channels. Separate rays 
from the sun, there is no light; cut branches from the 
tree, the tree will die; separate the channels from the 
well, they will dry. The unity does not allow it. Thus is 
it with the Church.” 


THERE IS ONLY ONE TRUE CHURCH 


Just as there cannot be two truths, there also cannot 
be two true churches. The unity of the earthly and 
heavenly church can best be seen in the Holy 
Eucharist and other rituals. Why there? Both share 
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the same Head, Christ, and the same purpose, which 


is eternal blessedness in unity with the Lord. 


HOLINESS 


The church is holy and immaculate because her 
founder and head is Christ, who is holy and immac- 
ulate. Christ loves the church and gave Himself for 
sanctification so she can become holy, like the Holy 
Spirit who dwells within. Everything in the Church is 
considered holy: the Grace,the teachings, the 
Sacraments, the services, the heirarchy. With its holi- 
ness the church sanctifies and saves its faithful. Saint 
Peter the Apostle advises: “Be ye holy in all your con- 
duct.” (| Peter 1:15). 


The church stands as a holy and sinless place, given 
Her purity from Christ. Sinfulness of its members does 
not violate church holiness, just as smog does not vio- 
late the sun’s rays. The church sustains her sinners, 
teaching them and moving them toward repentance. 
“| did not come to call the righteous, but sinners to 


repentance,“said the Saviour. (Matthew 9:13) 


ECUMENICITY 


The church is ecumenical in space, time and struc- 


2 


ture. She is ecumenical in space because she exists ¥ 


everywhere in the world universal and is, therefore, 5 


universal. There is no place where she cannot be. She 
was intended for all people on earth, regardless of 
their nationality, age, sex, color, rank or vocation. 
This is confirmed by the Saviour’s words to His 
Apostles,“Go ye therefore and make disciples of all 
the nations; Go into all the world and preach the 
Gospel to every creature; and to the ends of the 
earth.” (Matthew 28:19; Mark 16:15; Acts 1:8). Saint 
Paul says: “There is no Greek nor Jew, circumcised 
nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian slave nor 
free, but Christ is all and in all.” (Colossians 3:11). 


The church’s ecumenicity in time is manifested in her 
applications for all times, and her indispensability for 
the salvation of all people of all times. The Saviour 
promised to his apostles: “...that He will be with them 
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until the end of the world.” (Matthew 28:20) and that 
“He will send to them the Holy Spirit Who will always 
be with them.” (John 14:16). 


These teachings of the church are affirmed at the 
Ecumenical Councils where the representatives of all 
churches participate in resolving their most major 
problems. Ecumenical Councils are the highest and 
most authoritative in the church. Their decisions are 
obligatory for all Christians in all times. 


APOSTOLIC 


The origin of the church structure is apostolic. The apos- 
tles spread and affirmed the church word all over the 


@ world, and she incontrovertibly protects the teaching 


=! and tradition of the Holy Apostles. Upon the descent of 
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the Holy Spirit the apostles received authority to preach 
and spread the Christian faith to the entire world. To the 
church pastors, bishops, priests, and deacons they 
gave the gifts of the Holy Spirit through the laying on 
of hands, the Sacrament of Ordination. 


The apostles established many churches: Jerusalem, 
Antioch, Ephes, Cypress, and others. The church is 
apostolic in it’s structure in the services of the apostles’ 
successors, the hierarchy. From the day of the descent 
of the Holy Spirit upon them, the apostles by the lay- 
ing on of their hands upon their successors, and 
through the Sacrament of Ordination, gave the grace 
of the Holy Spirit. From that day, holy grace never 
ceases to stream upon their successors. This is called 
the Doctrine of Apostolic Succession. 


Without devotion to faith in One Holy Ecumenic and 
Apostolic Church and without living in accordance 
with that faith, there is no salvation for man. The 
Orthodox Church is the only one who, in her cleanli- 
ness and her wholeness has preserved untouchable 
the evangelical teaching and.the traditional ecumeni- 
cal faith given by the Lord, preached by the apostles 
and affirmed by the Ecumenical Councils. 


The Greek word “katholikos” catholic is grounded in 
the church of the original apostles. The extent of its 
meaning is, ‘universal’, or, ‘according to the whole’, 
and pertains to the church’s ancient undivided whole. 


NATIONALITY 


In addition to all that has been said, our church is 


Serbian. It is one of twenty national, autocephalous, ¥, 


Orthodox jurisdictions in the world which are united 
with one faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, with one teach- 
ing, sharing canonical hierarchy and having one 


Divine Sacraments. 


Saint Sava effected the full independence of the 
Serbian Orthodox Church from Patriarchate of 
Constantinople in 1219, when he became its first 
Archbishop. He gave our church its national character. 
He immediately opened the schools where future 
priests and teachers would be educated. He trans- 
lated the liturgical books from Greek to Serbian, and 
promoted Serbian literature, art and culture. He 
established the first Serbian print shop. When the 
Ottomans occupied Serbian lands in 1389, many 
Serbs were persecuted and martyred in Christ's name 
during 529 years of slavery. During that long and 
tragic time, the Serbian Orthodox Church, as a car- 
ing mother, comforted, calmed, and imparted strong 
Christian behavior patterns in her children. The 
church unified the people and gave them the spiritual 
strength to endure and sacrifice for their Christian 
faith and national liberty. When the many uprisings 
against the Turks occurred, Serbian priests played a 
prominent role in the national leadership that led to 
liberation. Their motto was “for the Honorable Cross 


and Golden Freedom.” 


Being a national church the Serbian Orthodox 
Church combined Orthodox teaching with Serbian 
national traditions, customs, and culture. This is called 
‘Svetosavlie’ or Orthodox Christianity Serbian Style. 


<4 
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THE NICEAN CREED 


The following is the Nicean Creed of our church for- 


mulated at the First and Second Ecumenical Councils. 


THE NICENE CREED 
| believe in One God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth, and of everything visible and invisible. 


And in One Lord, Jesus Christ the Only Begotten Son of God, 
begotten of the Father before all ages. Light of light, true God of 
true God, begotten not made of one essence with the Father 
through Whom all things were made. 


Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
and was incarnated by the Holy Spirit and of the Virgin Mary and 
became Man. 


Crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, He suffered and was buried: 
And resurrected on the third day, according fo the Scriptures; 


And ascended into heaven and sat at the right hand of the father; 


And he will return in glory to judge the living and the dead; 
Whose Kingdom will have no end. 


And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, who proceeds 
from the Father, Who together with the Father and the Son is wor- 
shiped and glorified; Who spoke through the Prophets. 


In one Holy Ecumenic and Apostolic Church. 
| acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. 


| await the resurrection of the dead; 


and the life of the future age. Amen. 


With the Nicean Creed, our church also accepts the 
following beliefs necessary for salvation: We accept 
Seven Holy Sacraments: Baptism, Chrismation, Holy 
Communion, Penance, Matrimony, Holy Orders, and 
Anointing of the sick. Each sacrament has two 
aspects: (a) a visible ritual performed by a bishop or 
priest, and (b) an invisible grace of God conferred 


upon the recipient for his salvation. 


We believe in the Communion of Saints. Saints are 
divinely chosen persons through whom God mani- 


fested in an exceptional way His power, grace, and 


glory. We worship God and venerate saints. The dif- 
ference between the two is essential. We say “save us 
O Son of God!” and pray for us to God O Saint.” 


We venerate the Mother of God, whom God raised 
among all the human beings to a height no saint has 


ever attained. 


We venerate the Angels, the spiritual beings created 
by God who serve as intermediaries between God 


and man. 


We venerate relics as an act of piety. It is God’s will to 
manifest His Divine power, grace, and glory through 
the remains of the saints and various objects associ- 
ated with them. 


We venerate the Holy Cross and Holy Icons. We do 
not worship the materials of which they were made, 
which would be idolatry, but which these represent. 
Veneration of statues is prohibited in our church. 


In the Serbian Orthodox Church the music in worship 


is vocal. Instrumental music is not used. 


According to the Orthodox teaching, man can be 
saved by faith good deeds and a godly life, which 
means living according to God’s commandments. 
God revealed His moral law in the Old Testament 
through Moses and in the New Testament through His 
Son Jesus Christ. 


We belong to the church which was founded by our 
Lord, Jesus Christ, the Church which was organized 
by the Holy Apostles, the Church which has continued 
the Apostolic Succession and has remained true to 
the Apostolic tradition, the Church which is Orthodox 
in faithfulness and devotion to the pure and eternal 
Christian doctrine, the Church which under the lead- 
ership of Saint Sava became a national Church and 
Serbian in its tradition, customs, and culture. 


70 


HITA JE WPKBA? 


IIpasocnapme nac yan ya je Ipxsa Borom yeraxo- 
BJbeHa 3ajeqHHNa JbyiM Koju cy MeljycoOuo cjennmenu 
jeaHom sepom y LTocnona Uecyea Xpucra, jequum 
yuerbeM, jeJJHHM CBeTHM TajHaMa H je{HOM 3aKOHCKOM 
jepapxujom. Ona je nocpeaHuma namer ocseherma. 


Inapa I[pxee je Xpucroc. Oua je zyxopno Te10 Hberoso 


a xpnothann Henn astanosn (Kop. 12:12-20 u 27-28). Pea 
UpKBa 03Ha4apa 110M locnojen, xpam um 110M boxuju 
re ce CKyIbajy BepHu Ha MOJIMTBY pal yaecTBOBaHba y 
3ajeqHH4KOM GorociyxKeBy (1. Kop. 14:34; Orcp. 11:1-2 
u 14:17) u 3ajeqnuua byaM cjequmeHa CaBe30M Bepe. 


(If. A. 19:39; 1.Kop. 15:9; Pan. 1:13). 


Ilo Mecry upKBa je 3eMabcKa-Bojyjyha u Hebecka - 
cnaBeha. SemasbcKa BoM Helpectany Gop6y ca 
HelipHjaTesbuMa CnaceHa H OCHOCOObaBalba WJIaHOBa 3a 
HeOecKy UpKBy, 3a AUBOT BeuHH. Hedecka je cn060j4Ha 
on OopOe u ciaBH NObeny 3eMaiBCKe WpPKBE, O,HOCHO 
HeHUX WIaHOBA KOjM 3aBpIIMMe CBO] 2AUBOT Ha 3eMJbH 


n06e10M Haj, HelpHjaTesbuMa coacema. 


Ilo spemeny I[pxea je craposanerna 4 HOBO3aBeTHA. 
Craposanetua je UaTpujapxaina uw nos3aKoHCKa. 
[larpujapxamna je of, crBapama cera jo Mojeuja u 
yupaBiba ce 10 yemMeHomM boxujem upesamy, Koje ce 
upeHocw10 ¢ KOeHa Ha KOseHO. [loa3aKoHcKa je of 
Mojenja 40 Xpucra u ynpaBia ce 10 nucaHomM boxnjem 
sakony jatoM Mojcujy. Hososaserny I[pxsy je ocHonao 
Tocnoy, Ucye Xpucroc. Ona u caja Tpaje u Tpajahe so 


Kpaja cBeTa a yuipaBsba ce 10 XpucTOBOM 3aKony. 


IIOPEKJIO ITPKBE 


I[pxsa nogu caoje nopeKno jom u3 paja Kaya je Bor 
WMpeKTHO ONMITHO ca IpapogwuTesbuma. Ilo HuxoBoM 
nay bor wacrapiba ya ce Opune o JbyjuMa. Jlaje um 
o6ehawe a he ceme *AeHMHO CaTpTU riaBy 3MujuHy. 
Ty je nouerax Bepe y 6ynyher Cnacuresma. Kacunje 
cy Homa UpopouancrBa u upacsuKe uw Hajsazy 


CTapo3aBeTHH 3aKOH KOju je BoMO Ka CracuTesy. 
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Xpucroe je Tom1ao Ha 3emMsby pal chacema yan 1 


co00mM HOHEO CIHacOHOCHY HayKy H CBa cpencTBa 
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norpe6na 3a cnaceme. WM wa Ou ce uyoH MoriM a 
KOpucTe HerOBMM MCKYMMTEIbCKUM JLeJIOM, OCHOBAO je 
I[pxsy, 4 Jao noueTak xpumhanckom jipyuirBy. 
Anoctron Hanne penn: “Jep Temesba Zpyror HHKO He 
Mo2XKe WOCTABHTH OCUM OHOra KOjH Je HOCTABIbeH, KOjH je 
VUcye Xpueroe” (1. Kop. 3:11). “Poenoy, creae npKpy 
KPBJby CBOJOM MH HocTaje HeH KaMeH oj, yrsa” (JI. A. 
20:28; Eqp. 2:20). Cam Cracures Kaxe anocrosty [lerpy 
Kajl ra je ucnopegao wa je Cun boxuju: “Ha opom 
Kameny ca3ujjahy I[pxsy ceojy u sparta makstena Hehe je 
Haypuagatu (Mr. 16:15). Xpucroc je ocHosao Lipsy u 
HOCTaBHO JO} TeMesb OHA Kalla je H3a0pao 12 anocrovia, 
Haoypy2Kao ux cus10oM jLyxa Ceerora na an [lenecerauue 


HW HOCIao MX y CBeT ta HponoBesajy Hberosy HayKy. 


Cnacutres Tocnon Ucye Xpueroc auje camo ocnuBa4 
Beh u raasa [[pxse. On nempecrano GOopasu y Oj jep 
Kaxke: “Ja cam € BaMa y CBe JaHe 0 CBplleTKa Beka” 
(Mar. 28:20). Ou nepugeupo pyKopoqu, nOoMaxe u 
yupasisa IpKsom, ucttyHapa je Onarogahy u uctruHoM 
jep je “uyu Onarogatu u ucrune” (Ju. 1:14 uw 16). 
Anocron Ilapne Ha3supa Xpucra ritapom []pxse a IpKsy 
HeTOBHM TeJIOM. “Ox je rasa Tesry Upxee”; “bor Oran 


cBe NOKOpH TO, HOre Herobe UW Hera aye 3a Mla By Ipxen, 


Haji, CBUMa Koja je Tes10 HeroBo” (Kos. 1:18; Edp. 1:22-23). 


IIPUPOJIA I[PKBE 


I[pxna je TajancTBeHO AUBH UH HejlesbuBU OorodoBe4aH- 
CKH Opranu3aM. Ona je 3ajeqHuna bora u “opeka, HeOa 
wu 3eMJbe, MpomasHor u BeaHor. Vako je IpKea suyeuBo 
pymrso, unak je ona boxuja nopoxuna y Kojoj 
HelIpeKH THO, Of, LaHa CHsIacKa Ha allocToue, GopaBu 
ilyx Caern 1 Hesnaenpo nessa Gnarojar merosa. [psa 
je ucTOBpeMeHoO 3eMasbCKa HM HeOeCKa, BHbUBA H He- 
BHJLJbHBa; 3€MaJbCKa je 3aTO WITO je Ha 3e€MJbH, a 
He6OecKa je 3aTO MITO je OHa Ca CBOJMM “IaHOBUMa Ha 
HeOy; BHJIJbMBa je 3aTO TITO UMa BHLbUBYy jepapxujy u 
miro ce OsarogdaT aje Kpo3 BUJbHBAa cpejcTBa, a He- 
BH]bHBa je 3aTO MITO je HeBHMJbHBa HeHa laBa - 
Xpucroc, 3aTo miro je HeBHJbuBa HeHa jlyma - 
Cs. /lyx, u 3aro mro je HeBMJbMBAa HeHa cua 
ocpeheta-OnaroyzatT. 360r cBoje HeBHAbUBe CTpaHe 


I[pxksa je sume mpeyMeT Bepe Hero 3Hama. 
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TPAHUILE ILPKBE 


I[pKna je HamMemena cBuMma, (3aTO ce mu 3asaxKe Ma 
upuxoouje mTo BuMe by IM 3a CBOje usaHeTBo). IIo 
nugeju Ipxsa o6yxnara cap po by ACKH a 10 OCTBapemy 
He, jep cBu He upunazajy Ipxeu. Xpucroc je sanose- 
Mo cBojuM yuenunuma: “Waure m0 cpemy cBeTy u 
uponopetajre jesanhese caakome crBopemy; HIHTe 
Hayuute ce Hapoe” (Mp. 16:15 u Mar. 28:19). Baro je 
cBaKH 4OBeK, 0 Kora Lompe jepanhescKa nponosey, 
oOanesaH ja Oye uan I[pKne, jep “Axo ce ko He porn 
BOJLOM H jiyxomM, He Moxe yhu y [laperso Boxuje” (Ju. 


3:5), a LYXOBHO Ce Moxe posuru camo y I[pKen. 


Y najmmpem cemucury [psa je 3ajequunma eaux pasym- 
Hux Ouha tj. anhena u wyyu (Ed. 1:10 a 20:23). 
Y yacem cmucay I[pxea o6yxsara cre sbyje: *KUBE, KOju 
Bepyjy “ MpTBe, Koju cy BepoBpanu y Xpucra Kao 


Cnacuresba, 6us10 pe Herospor WosacKka Ons0 ocue. 


Ipxsu upunayajy 1 npaseyunun u rpenmunn aKo cy 
mpaBHIHo KpuITreHu u HMCy OTHAaIM Of XpucTroBor 
yuema, Beh ce paxe mera. Jla u rpemuunu upunasajy 
I[pxeu yan nac cam Cuacures Kana ynopehyje [psy 
Ca BedepoM Ha KOjoj ydecTByjy 1OOpu u 3:1; Ca T1OJbeM 
y KomMe uMa MeHuIe WH KyKOJba; Ca MpeXKOM Koja 
xBaTa pude Oj, CBaKe pyKe; Ca leceT eBojaKa Oj, KOjHX 
met Oejaxy Myjpe a eT HepasymMue. Anocron Lapse 
Kaxe: “Y BesIMKOM JJOMy HUCY Cy,OBM CaMo 31aTHH U1 
cpeOpeHu, Hero H jIpBeHM HM 3eMJbaHH; jeHu 3a “act a 
jequu 3a cpamory” (2. Tum. 2:20). Xpucroe je qomao 
la cllace rpemmuuke jep Jlekap He TpeOa 3;,paBuMa Hero 


Oonecnuma (Mar. 9:12,13). 


I{[pxeu upunazajy u ayme onux Koju cy ympam y 
MCTHHCKO) BepH H CBeTOCTH MH KOju Cy IpHMMsIM BeHarL, 
cape jep “bor nuje bor mprsux nero xuBHXx, jep y 
memy cy cau aAuBH (2 Tum. 4:8; Jax. 1:12; JIk. 20:33). 
U[pxeu upunagajy u onn Koju cy ympsm y Bepu u HoKa- 
jay, aim 3a *AuUBOTA HUCY yenemM ja UpMHecy oBO- 
JbHO IW1OLOBAa LOCTOJHUX NOKajatba 3a ONpaBawe u 300r 
Tora HHCy 1puMuiM Harpajly Ha HeOy, amu uMajy Hajy 


na he ce Mommrsama IIpxee ynocrojuru BeaHora Os1aaKeHcra. 


[Jb ILPKBE 


Sagatak u wa Ipxee je ya cnace nan pox s.yncKu u 
mOHOBO ra cjequnHu c borom. Cuacete ce cactoju y 
ocsehemy rpemme upupose u wHeHOM oGoxaKeHY. 
Borouosex je u3Bpmmo Hattie cracerme ca HOTpe6om ja 
MU TO HeroBo jle/10 CaM yCBOjMMO. Camu He MOxAeMO, 
moTpeOaH HaM je nocpesHHK. 3aTo je Xpucroc ocHopao 
II[pxsy, koja je nocpeyuuna Hamer ocpehewa u »xuBO 
opybe Kpos3 Koje ce ocrrapyje name cnacewe. [[pxra je 
npuposaU npopywerak Cnacuresbesor UcKyYNMTebCKOr 
mesa Ha 3emsbu. Kpos my, a upeKko jepapxuje u ocnehy- 
jyux cpenerapa, ,oOujamo Onaronat Ca. Jlyxa, Koja 
Hac ocBehyje, mpenopaha u ocnoco6aBa 3a 2®UBOT 
Beunn. Craceme ce cacroju y tyXoBHOM ommrTemy u 
jeumucrsy ca Xpucrom, a nyHo j€HHCTBO ca HUM 
Moryhe je camo xpos IIpxy. 3aro Ilaperso Boxnje 


nounme y peu u ca I[pxKsom. 


Heonxoyno je upunayaru I[pxeu, jep pan we Hema 
cnacema. Ban I[pxee nema nerunutor 4 mpaBor Gorononm- 
TOBaba, Hema Cr. TajHn, HeMa TIO],He MOJIMTBeE, HeMa 
boxujer Onarocnosa. Y Ipxeu je Xpueroc riapa, 
Cs. Tpojuna o6urara, a J[yx Cneru nponejasa. Xpucroc 
je Upxsu jao cna nloTpeOHa cpeeTBa 3a cuaceme, Lao 
“cpe GomkanctBene cute Hberose Koje Tpedajy K 2KMBOTY H 
nodoxHocTu” (2. Her. 1:3). Beposaru y [prey (a ne 
I[pxen) sHaun: aspero Ouru ynepen ja y HOj GopaBn, 
Hea, yuu 4 yupapiba Oarojat ocnoxa Wcyea Xpucra u 
360r Tora 10602KHO je NOMITOBAaTU, UCIyHaBaTH HEHE 
SalloBecTH HM [[pxwaTu ce HeHOr y4ema. Baro onan 
on Ipxse camu ce6e smmapajy Haye Ha cnaceme. Jep 
Xpuctoc Kaxe: “Axo sm He nocsayma pkey, fa Tu Gyre 
Kao HesHadoxKal u napuHHK’ (Mr. 18:17), jep Kome 


I[pxna uuje Maru, tome bor uuje oran”’, kaaxe Caeru 


Kunpujan Kaprarencku. 


Hopen ocrehena u pykonohema nepumx Ha yy cnacema, 
1b [[pxee je 4a aypa Xpucroso yuewe Henospeheno, ja 
ra TyMauM u mmpu y cpety. II[pxKsa je Beana u Hep- 
aspymimBa; MocTojasa je, nocroju u nocTojahe. bes me 
HeMa cnacema. Saro Ca. Josan Snaroyeru Kaxe: 
“Hemoryhe je upeunosuru Mope 6e3 6pona”. A cera 
I[pxea Xpuctora je cnery ono urro je Gpou Ha Mopy. 
Pocnoyap je opor zyxosHor 6poya cam Cremoryhu Bor 
Ora: KpMap, meron J equHopojan Cui; 1OBOJbHM BeTap, 
Cseru yx. Onum nyxosnum 6pojom IpKea, mpesosu 
IpeKkO XUBOTHOr MOpa cBe TpaBoBnepHe HM UCTHHCKe 
xpuuthane y [laperso Hedecko. Mana u3sioacena MHOruM 
BeTPpOBMUMa MH TaslacuMa (My4eHuMa U romeHuMa), 
HMKajla He OAMBIbABa Opozom0M. KosmmKo je Henpu- 
jaTesba u ronnresba yetajano Ha Cs. [[pxey, umaKk ona 
HuKala Huje Gusta Wodehena. 360r Tora urro ce ytaphyje 
peajy Pocnonpsom. “Carpaguhy Upxey ceojy 1 sparta naK- 
Jena Hehe je napanatn” (Mr. 16:18). 
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CBOJCTBA HPKBE 


Burua cpojcrsa I[pxse npoucruuy u3 came mpupoye 


I[pxse u menor nusba. Tako ucnopegzamo y Cumposty 
Bepe na je I[pxsa: JEJTHA, CBETA, CABOPHA U 
AILOCTOJICKA. 


JETMUHCTBO 


TBA IPKBE 


I[pxna je jeaHa m0 cBoMe TOcTaHKy, OCHOBYy, ycTpo- 


al 
A 


jersy u capen. ila je jeqHa no NocTaHKy BUM ce 13 


BOJC 


Cuacuresesux pean: “Casunahy Upxey cnojy”; casu- 


” 
A 


ed 


nahy jequy, a ue Muore. Jeqau je Ben OcHHBa4 U Hpes- 
cTaBba jeqHO JyXOBHO TesI0 Koje uMa jeyHy riaBy - 
Xpuera; ovmuBsbapa ce jeqaum Jlyxom boxaujum; uma 
jeuqHo 60x aHCcKO yuere Hu jesHe OowaHCKe 3akOHe, MMA 
jeuHy ucTuny, jeHy Bepy, jeqHy Onaroar, jeqHe cBeTe 
TajHe u jeytHy jepapxujy. Kao mro je Teno jeqHo HaKo 
uMa MHore yone, Tako je u I[pKpa, Kao Tev10 


Xpucroso, jejtHa Wako UMa MHore 4IaHoOBe. 


I[PKBA JE JEJIHA 


Ilo yerpojcrsy Ipxsa je jeaua jep je jeana riapa u 
jeaqHo Teo, 1a je jekHo u yHyTpamme ycrpojcrBo. 
Vaxo ce unanosu I pxee pene na Wacrupe u Ha cTayo, 
unak Mehy muMa Bilajla jean yx, jeua jtyma, jeHo 
cpule Mu jeqfHoMuUciMje, MocTOjH jeqHHCTRO Bepe, Hajle u 
yOapn. CxoaqHo peaumMa MosuTBe XpucToBe cBoMe 
Ony He6eckom: “Jla cau Oyny jenHo, Kao mro 6u Tu, 
Oue, y Menu u ja y Ten, 4a uw ON y Hama jesHo Oyy” 
(Ju. 17:21). I[pxsa je jenna no cBojoj capeu jep xem 
a oBeye CBe CBOje UaHOBe y jeauHcTBO ca borom. 
Anoctos Ilapne kaxe: “\la cau gohemo yo jequucrsa y 
BepH Hy no3Hamy Cuna boanjer” (Ed. 4:13). Bam Toj 
cBpcn 4 TOM jennucTBy Bow II[pKBa cBoje anaHose. A 
Cs. Kunpujan Kapraruucku opako mume o jequncray 
I[pxse: “Cyne uMa MHoro 3pakoBa, asm je cBeTIIOCT 
jeauHa; MHoro je rpaHa Ha jIpBeTy, asm je cra6s10 jeHo 
Koje Ce 4BPCTO [px Ha KOpeHy; jewaH je U3BOp BoTe, 
alm MHoru pyKaBun. Onpoj 3paKk of cynia, Hehe Guru 
cBeTIIOCTH; OF,celM rpane on, uIppera, ycaxuyhe; onpoj 
pyKaBall off u3BOpa, Upecaxuyhe. JeauucrTso To He OrI- 


yurra. Taxo je u ca I[pKsom. 


ILPKBA HUJE CAMO JEJIHA, BER UW JETMHA 


I[pksa nuje camo jenna, seh uw jequna. Kao mro ne 


Mory OuTH jKBe “cTHHe, Beh jeqHa, TakKO He Mory OuTH 
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Hu Be ucTuHcKe UpKBe. JequucTBo I[pKse ce orsena 
KakO y 3€MaJbCKO} TAKO Hy HeOecKoj, jep Mehy HuMa 
NOcTOjH MpHuCcHO jeqMHCTBO KOje ce HajOoJbe orseja 
Kpo3 Caery Esxapucrujy 4 Mosmrsociiospsba. A 3anrro 4 
He On Kaji O6e UMajy 3ajeqHu4Ky riapy - Xpucra uw ucTu 


IMJb, BEAHO GJIa*KeHCTBO y 3ajeqHun ca Tocnojom. 


CBETOCT 


I[pxra je caera 1 HenOpodua jep joj je ocHuBa4 H laBa 
Xpucroc caer u Henopouan. Xpucroc wy6u UpKsy u 
cede lIpeslaje 3a HY fla Je ocBeTH H fla Oye cBeTa u 6e3 
Mane (Ep. 5:25- 27). I[pxsa je cnera 3aro miro y oj 
crasHo Oopasu |lyx Caeru u mro je y oj cBe cBeTO: u 
OnaroqaT, H y4eme, u TajHe, u OorociyAReHe U jep- 
apxuja. Caojom ceeromhy I[pxsa ocsehyje u cnacana 
cpoje Bepue. Anocron Llerap caseryje: “byaure camu 
cBeru y cpemy axuBoTy” (1. ler. 1:15). Gum je cpera, 


I[pxsa je u Oe3rpemna. 


Crojy S6esrpemmocr qoOuja of cBoje rape - Xpucra. 
[‘pemuocr a1aHopa He HapyiaBa HeHY CBeTOCT Kao 
TO UpJbaBWITHHa He CMeTa CYH4aHHM 3paluMa. 
I[pxsa rpuu rpenmuKke, noyaana ux uw noGyhyje na 
noKkajame. “Hucam jomao jla 30BeM TipaBeyHMKe HO 


rpentHnke Ha moKajawe” Kaxke Cuacuress (Mar.9:13). 


CABOPHOCT 


I[pxsa je cadopHa 10 npocropy, BpemMeny u yerpo- 
jetsy. I[pocropuo je pacesmsencKa jep ce Hasa3u 0 
nesi0oM cBery. Hema mecra rie ona He OM Mora OuTH. 
Hameteua je 3a cee Jbye Ma re AUBeIM Ha 3eMsEH, 
6e3 0O03uNpa Ha HapoHocT, non, Gojy, yspacT, 4H u 
shame. To norsphyjy u pean Cuacutessene ynyhene 
anocTosmmMa: “Wyure u Hayaute cBe Hapose.” “Marre 
mo CBeMy CBeTy HM HponoBeajre jenanhese cpakome 
cTnopemy.” “Cre 0 Kpaja 3emibe” (Mar. 28:19); Mx. 
16:15; JI.A. 1:8). A anocron Ilasne seam pa y Upxeu 
Xpucrosoj “Hema pxa uu Jespejuna, o6pesana u Heo- 
Ope3ana, .MBJbaka u CKuta, po6a u c000jmaKa, Hero 


je cBe 4 cpumMa Xpuctoc” (Koa. 3:11). 


VY no Bpemeny Ipxra je cadopna jep Baaku 3a cpa Bpe- 
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MeHa. Cracuress je o6ehao anocTomuma “a he 6uru ca 
MMa Y Ce jane [fo capmerkKa Beka u ja he um nocuaTu 


Jlyxa Crerora 7a ca Huma yBexk Oyze” (Mr. 28:20; Ju. 14:16). 


I[pxsa je caOopHa u 300r Tora mTo je HeHa HayKa 
yTsphena wa BacesencKuM cabopuMma Ha KOjuMa cy 
yuecTBoBaJIn WpexcTaBHU WpKaBa Ca CBUX CTpana 
cpera. Cana BaxHa uuTawHa cabopceKu pemana. 
Bacemencku cabopu upescraBibajy Hajpumty u Hajpehy 
saact y I[pxeu. Hbuxone ogmyKe cy oGanesne 3a cBe 


xpuothane CBUX BpeMeHa. 


AITOCTOJICTBO 


I[pxza je anocroncka 0 nopeKiy u yerpojersy. Ilo 
nopekily 3aTo miro cy je anocrosm pamupun, 
YTBpawim wu WesomMe cBeTy oO6ajBusM, H ITO 
HellpeKHHO HW HEM3MeHJbMBO “yBa y4eHe MH Wpeawbe 
cBeTux anocTosa. Cunackom J[yxa Cserora wa amoc- 
Toe, OHH Cy {OOM BilacT Ja UpomoBe_ajy Hu mIMpe 
xpuithaneky sepy mo wesom cpery. ILacrupuma 
I[pxse: enmcKkonuma, cpemrenunuma, u hakonuma 
manu cy Zaposu Jlyxa Crerora kpo3 pyKkonon0xeme. 
Anocrosm cy ocHoRasmM MHOre UpKBe: jepycasuMcKy, 


aHTHOXHcKy, ecpecky, KullapeKy u yp. 


Ilo yerpojersy I[pxsa je anocroncKa 360r rora mITO ce 
amlocTroucKa CilywAKOa HelIpeKHHO Wpowy*KaBa = Kpo3 
anocToscke HacJleqHuKe - jepapxujy. On ana 
cunacka Cp. Jlyxa Ha anocTose OHM Cy TosarasmM pyKe 
Ha cBOje HacileHuKe MU 1peKO TajHe cBemrTreHcTBa 
upeyaBamM uM 6saronzat Ca. \lyxa koja of, Tora jana 
HelIpeKHIHO Wpesa3sv Ha amocroscKe HacueqHuKe 


WyTeM lipejeMcTsBa. 


Jlakue, 6e3 Bepe y jenny, cBery, cadopHy u anocrosmcKy 
I[pxsy u 6e3 xauBOTa TO TO] Bepu HeMa cnacema 
uonexy. Jegquno je IlpasocuasnHa upKBa O4yRBasa u 
ipa cBe Ourue ocoOune ITpxee. Jequno je ona cauy- 
Balla CBe TO je HeH ocHHBAaY Iocnon Meye Xpucroe u 
HeroBu CBeTH allocTosM aim uw ocTraBHsM. Camo je 
I[panocnapua upKsa y cBojoj wucToTu 4 Hes0CcTH Ca4y- 
Basia HelloBpeheny jenanhesucky Hayky u jjpesny Bace- 
mbeHCKy Bepy aTy of Tocnona, mpononenany of 


anocToua u yraphery of crpane BacesencKkux caGopa. 


HAHMOHAJIBHOCT 


Y gogarky Haupe_ peweHomM, Haima je I[pxsa H 
CPHCKA, jegua on 20 HannonasHux DpaBociaBAHXx 
jypucaukunja Koje cy cjequmene Mehyco6no jestHOM 

Bnepom y Tocnona Ucyca Xpucra, jeqHumM yuerem, 
jeqnum Cn. TajHaMa H jes}HOM 3aKOHHTOM jepapxHjom. 


Cs. Casa je usfejcTBoBao WyHy He3aBMCHOCT Oj], 
Ilapurpaneke narpujapmuje Cpuckxoj upKsu 1219. 
rojjuuHe “u nocTtao BeH upBu ApxuenucKon u Jao joj 


HanMonasIAH Kapaktep. On je o4Max OTBOpPHO MIKOsTe y | 
KojuMa cy ce mkONOBalIM Oynyhu cBemrennon u 
y4uuTesbu; UIpeBowMo Sorocs1yxRXGeHe Kure Ha CplicKH 
je3uK H IpoMoTupao cplicky JmMTepaTypy, YMeTHOCT H 
Kytypy. Ocnosao je “ mupsy cpucKy mramuapHiy. 
Kaya cy Typuu 3aysenm cpucKke TeputTopuje 1389. 
roqune 300r Xpucrosor uMena MHoru cy CpOu My4eHn 
WU MHOrM cy TocTpafamu 3a Bpeme of 500 ronmua pon- 
cTBa. 3a cBe TO BpemMe Cpucka UpaBocsuaBHa UpKBa je, 
Kao OpHxAHA MATH, Tema, OawKMIAa UY CpucKOM 
Hapoay ocTBapusia jako xpumhancko onxohere. 
I[pxksa ux je cjeqwunita u asia MM JLyxoBHy CHary Jia cy 
MHOrH MOrJIH Jia u3;,p2e Sopehu ce 3a “Kpcr aacan u 
cno6o0ny 3narHy.” Kaya je row gu3aH ycraHakK 3a 
ocno6oheme, cpucko cBemrencrRo je ofurpaBaso 
IpOMuHeHTHe yJlore Mehy BohcrBom Hannuje. Acro ro 
I[pKsa u fjanac “nnn. 


Bynyhu naunonanna, Cpncka npanocnaBHa WpKBa 
KOMOUHy]je MpaBocsaBHoO yuewHe Ca CpucKHMM HalwoHa- 
HUM TpaywinjamMa, oOu4ajuMa U KyJITypoM u TO ce 


sone CBETOCABJbE: [[pasocnassno xpumhanctso 


epuckor cruaa! 


CUMBOJI BEPE 


IIpsa gaa Bacemencxa ca6opa cy 325. u 381. ronune 


PE 


(bopmynucana Huxejexu Cumpon Bepe xoju nama 
I[pksa pepHo ucnonefa, a Koju riacn: 


x 
ye 


Bjepyjem y jeauora bora Oua, Ceexpaurea, Tropua 


HeOa 4 3eMIbe H CBera BHJIJbHBOr HW HE BH BHBOr. 


Uy jennora Vocnoga Ucyca Xpuctra, Cuna boanujer, 


UMBOLJT BE 


jemunopoxnor, of Ona poheror mpe cpux BeKopa: 


“7 
A 


C 


Crersioer of, cnetaocru, bora nuecrunuror o1 bora 
HCTHHNTOr: pohenor, He CTBOPeHor, jenuHocyumor 
Ony, Kpo3 Kora je cre nocrast0; 

Koja je pawn Hac Jbyu HW pain Hamera coacema 
cummao ¢ HeGa, U OBatIoTHO ce on /Lyxa Caerora u 
Mapnije Jljene a nocrao 4opeK; 

Hf kojn je pacner 3a nac y Bpeme Ilonruja Hunara, 


eTpajao u Ono TorpebeH; 


M1 koju je packpeao y Tpehu gan, no IInemy; 


“ KOjM ce y3Heo Ha HeGeca UH CeIH € LecHe cTpaHe Oua; 
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V1 xoju he oner gohu ca coanom, fa cy aM >wKuBUMa H 
mptTBuMa, u [beropom uapeTsy Hehe 6uru Kpaja; 
Uy {lyxa Caerora, locnoya AKusorsopnora, Koju 
on Ona ucxonu, Koju ce sajeaqnHo ca Onem u Cunom 


o6027KaBa H cuaBu, Koju je ropopuo Kpo3 npopoKke; 


Y jeany cnery, ca6opny u anocroncky Upxsy; 


Mcnopenam jeqHo Kpmrerwe 3a OTIHyUITeHe rpexoBa; 


Yekam Backpceme MpTBHX; 


Hs »axueort 6ynyher sexa. Amun. 


Tlopen crera, 3a CIIACEHbE nama Upkea npuxsara ceyam Ce. 
TajHH; Kpurree, MHpoTIOMa3akbe, TOKajame, (uctoBecT), 
nupuuemhe, BeHuakbe, CBEMTTeHCTBO (pyKONOIOAKEeHe) U jes1o- 
ocseherse. Ca. TajHe cy OorocityaKema Koja je ycTaHoBHo 
Tocnox, Ucye Xpucroc. Caaka of Hx MMa jIBa OO1MKa: 
BHJJbHBU, Tj. CJly#KeHe elMcKOoNa HU CBeMITeHHKa HW HeB- 
HVEMBH, Tj. OaronaT boaja Koja ce Hu3BORM Ha TpHMaora 
pal cnacerma. 


Hama I[pxna sepyje y 3ajequuny cperux. Crenu cy borom 
u3a0pana Jima Kpo3 Koja bor, Ha w3BaHpeyaH - HaTOpHpoaH 
HauHH, HOKa3yje cBojy Moh, Onarogar u cuapy. bory ce 
MOJIMMO, a cBella HomrryjemMo. Pasmuka mMehy wuma je 
ocnosua, jep bory ce o6pahamo “Cuacu Hac Cure boanjn’, a 
cperguma “Mom ce bory 3a nac Cr. Caso, Ca. Hukonaje, ara.” 


Hama I[pxea nonrryje boxajy Majxy - boropoguny Kojy je 
bor nogurao u3Hal, CBUX Jby,CKUX CTBOpeHha Ha BUCHHY 
KOjy HHje_aH cBeTal, Huje LocTurao. 


Hama [[pxsa nomryje Anhene, nyxopna boromersopena 
Ouha Koju ctyxKe Kao NocpeqHuM u3sMehy bora u seyan. 
Hama I[pxsa nomrryje Cs. pemmksuje Kao cera jes1a oco- 
OuTor HomTOBama. Bboxja je Boba la WOKa3yje CBOjy cBeTy 
Moh, 6narofaT M CiaBy Kpo3 ocTaTKe cBeTHX JbyM U 
pasunx oOjeKaTa BesaHnx 3a HX. 


Hama [[pxsa nonrryje Uacnu Kper u Ca. ukone. Mu ne 
0602KaBaMO MaTepHyy Oj, Koje cy u3pahenu wim Ha KOjoj 
cy uspahenn (jep To 6u On10 uAOONOKI0HCTBO), Beh nom- 
TyJeMoO OHO ITO OHM UpencTaBbajy. Llomrropame KutoBa 
je 3a0pameno y Hantoj [[pxsn. 


Y Cpnexoj npasocnaproj opKBu My3Hka Ha Gorociy2KeHuMa je 
BpokasHa. MncrpyMentasHa My3nka je 3a0pamena. 


CxoHo I[pasocuapHom yuewy 4oBeK ce cllacaBa BepoM, 
OOpuM jesuMa MU 000% HUM 2AXMBOTOM, 2HBOTOM TO 
Boaujum 3anonecruma. bor je orkpvo cBoj MopasIHH 3aKOH 
y Crapo Sapery upexo Mojcuja, a y Hopom Sapery mpexo 
cpora Cuna, Docnoga Ucyea Xpucra. 


Ha xpajy, mu upunagamo I[pxsu Kojy je ocuosao Tocnon 
Ucye Xpucroc, Kojy cy opranus0namm Ca. anocrom, Koja 
mocellyje anocrosIcKO MpejeMcTBO H Koja je ocTasia BepHa 
allOcTOJICKO} TpayMiMjH, Koja je ipaBociiaBHa y BepH HM OaHO 
ayBa uncrory xpuimhancKkor yaema, Koja je ron, Ca. Capom 
nocTasia HalMoHasIna UW CplicKa y CBOjO) Tpajlunnju, oOu4a- 


juma H KyJITypH. 


CONCLUSION 


2 
We hope that this book offers you a better understand- © 


ing of how our church operates in accordance with me: 


Orthodox teaching, what this institution represents, and © 
why it was constructed. To further emphasize the mean- 
ing of the Church’s interior and exterior imagery, and 
to know the nature of it’s mission in serving God and 
our people, we wish to conclude with the following 
thought: The Patron of our church, Saint Sava, once 
said: “For me, prayer is the greatest blessing on earth.” 
With that, his family, the Nemanjich Dynasty, built 


churches and monasteries around the world. 


We erected this church with the knowledge that the 
church is our most pure and exalted gift to God. Saint 
Sava Church is a place where, in praying, God’s name 


will be glorified for the spiritual benefit of our parish. 
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+ 


SAINT SAVA CHURCH PARISH PRIESTS 
+REVEREND DUSHAN po 
+REVEREND PAUL VEUKOV 
+REVEREND MILAN JUGOVICH 
+ REVEREND PHILIP SREDANOVICH 
+REVEREND PAUL VEUKOV 
tREVEREND PETAR STUACHICH 
tREVEREND BOGOLIUB GAKOVICH 
tREVEREND PAUL MARKOVICH 
t VERY REVEREND DUSHAN SHOUKLETOVICH 
+REVEREND VLADMIR MRVICHIN 
tVERY REVEREND SVETOZAR RADOVANOVICH 
+VERY REVEREND DUSHAN SHOUKLETOVICH 
REVEREND VELIMIR PETAKOVICH 
+ BISHOP PETER BANKEROVICH 
VERY REVEREND JOVAN TODOROVICH 


TMEMORY ETERNAL 
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SAINT SAVA PARISH PRINCIPAL EVENTS 


1980 


198] 
1982 


1983 


1984 


1985 
1987 
1988 
1989 


CHURCH COMMUNITY FOUNDED 

CHURCH AT 20TH AND CONNECTICUT STREET CONSECRATED 
CHURCH MORTGAGE RETIRED 

PARTICIPATION IN THE GREAT WAR (WORLD WAR 1) 
CHURCH AT 13TH AND CONNECTICUT STREET CONSECRATED 
CHURCH MORTGAGE RETIRED 

PARTICIPATION FOR FIVE YEARS IN WORLD WAR II 

EIGHT LOTS ON 13TH AVENUE PAID FOR 


PARTICIPATION FOR THREE YEARS IN THE KOREAN WAR 
} PURCHASE 49.2 ACRES ON 49TH AVENUE, HOBART, IN 


PICNIC GROUNDS BLESSED AND PAID FOR 


HALL IN HOBART DEDICATED 


HOBART HALL MORTGAGE RETIRED 


PURCHASE PARISH HOME AT 53RD AND CAROLINA STREET, MERRILLVILLE, IN 
ACCEPTANCE OF 133 NEW YOUNG MEMBERS 
PARTICIPATE IN USA GRAND BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 


CHURCH AT 13TH AND CONNECTICUT STREET DESTROYED BY FIRE 
FEBRUARY 16, 1978 

HOBART HALL REMODELED FOR TEMPORARY CHAPEL 

APRIL 9, 1978 

PURCHASE 140 ACRES AT 91ST AND MISSISSIPPI, MERRILLVILLE, IN 


MORTGAGE ON 91ST AND MISSISSIPPI (140 ACRES) RETIRED, 
JANUARY 27, 1980, SAINT SAVA DAY CELEBRATION 


FUNDRAISING FOR NEW GRACANICA MONASTERY, $250,000 


MEMBERSHIP APPROVAL FOR BUILDING PROGRAM IN MERRILLVILLE, 
APPROVAL OF NEW CHURCH BY-LAWS 


SELECTION OF SITE FOR FUTURE CHURCH IN MERRILLVILLE, IN 

JUNE 5, 1983 

BLESSING THE SITE AND PLACEMENT OF WOODEN CROSS , MERRILLVILLE, IN 
JULY 4, 1983 

BLESSING OF NEW GRACANICA MONASTERY SEMINARY AND CAMP BUILDING 
SEPTEMBER 13, 1983 

APPROVAL CONTRACT WITH ARCHITECT M. PERISICH 

DECEMBER 1983 

DEATH OF ARCHITECT M. PERISICH 


MAY 7, 1984 

APPROVAL OF ARCHITECT R. PEJOVICH 

AUGUST 11-12, 1984 

CONSECRATION OF MONASTERY GRACANICA 

EXCAVATION/FOUNDATION RAISED AT NEW CHURCH SITE IN MERRILLVILLE 
CONSECRATION OF THE FOUNDATION OF NEW CHURCH 

CONSECRATION AND INSTALLATION OF BELLS 

CONSECRATION AND PLACEMENT OF FIVE CROSSES 
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1992 


MAY 19, 1991 
CONSECRATION OF THE NEW 7 SAVA recs IN eeEOEE, 8 IN 
KUMOVI OF THE CHURCH: “He 
GLISHO RAPAICH, 

MIKE AND YVONNE GALICH 


FEBRUARY 15, 1992 
THE LITURGY OF RECONCILIATION, BELGRADE, YUGOSLAVIA 
OCTOBER 11, 1992 

PATRIARCH PAVLE SERVES DIVINE PONTIFICAL LITURGY AT SAINT SAVA 


SAINT SAVA CHURCH PRESIDENTS 


NOVEMBER 1913 to MARCH 1914 TBOZO TRBOVICH 
MARCH 1914 To SEPTEMBER 1914 TGLISHO RAPAICH 


SEPTEMBER 1914 to JUNE 1915 TSTEVO ORLICH 
JULY To DECEMBER 1915 T PETAR PRITZA 
1916 TJOVO MARICH 


197 


a TLUKA GRKOVICH 


SEPTEMBER 1923 to AUGUST 1926 TMIHAILO DUCICH 


SEPTEMBER 1926 10 1928 TM.B. MIHAILOVICH 
1928 TB.T. MARTINOVICH 
1930-1937 TJEFTO WULETICH 
1943-1955 TDAVID BUNDALO 
1956-1959 TRUDY TATALOVICH 
1960-1962, 1971-1973 NICK CHABRAJA 
1963-1970, 1974-1976 NICK SEVER 
1976-1982 TZIVOJIN COKIC 
1982-1984 TJOE SEVER 
1984-1987 GORDON GERBICK 
1987-1993 THEODORE ERCEG 
1993-PRESENT MICHAEL GALICH 
tT MEMORY ETERNAL 
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SAINT SAVA CHURCH BUILDING COMMITTEE 1978-1991 


CHURCH BOARD PRESIDENTS: 


= Tivojin Cokic, 1978-1981 
@ Joe Sever, 1982-1983 


Gordon Gerbick, 1984-86 


4 Theodore Erceg, 1987-1991 


=a BUILDING COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN: 
= John Nickovich 


x 


Nicholas Chabraja 
Mike Suvajac 


=! Dan Zorich 
Mike Djordjevich 


v4 Dan Orlich 
y David Gerbick 
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BUILDING COMMITTEE CONSISTED OF: 

Architectural Committee, Very Reverend Jovan Todorovich, Chairman 
Financial Committee, Nicholas Chabraja, Chairman 

Special Projects Committee, Violet Milanovich, Chairman 

Land Committee, Yvonne B. Galich, Chairman, Steve Micich, CoChairman 
Construction Committee, Mike Suvajac, Dan Zorich, Mike Djordjevich, 
Dan Orlich and David Gerbick 

Interior Committee, Very Reverend Jovan Todorovich, Chairman 


Consecration Committee, Gordon Gerbick, Chairman 


ARCHITECTS: 
Milojko Perisich 
Radovan Pejovich 


CONSTRUCTION SUPERINTENDENT: 

Steve Gacesa 

DAILY SUPERVISION ON BEHALF OF MEMBERSHIP: 
Steve Rodich 

Mirko Erceg 


CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS: 
Circle of Serbian Sisters 
Karageorge Choir 

Church School 

Folklore Groups 

Serbian Pioneer Club 


SAINT SAVA VISITOR'S GUIDE DONATIONS 
IN MEMORIAM 


In Memory of t Michael Svilar 
Dennis Svilor 


In Memory of tJohn Buha 
John Buha Family 


In Memory of all tSerbian Orthodox Christians of Saint Sava Church 
Mike and Dorothy Paunovich 


In Memory of t Michael Maris 
Lottie Maris 


In Memory of t Zivotije and t Milica Milojevic 
Mike, Yvonne and Deena Galich 


In Memory of t George Djuro Boskovich 
Mike, Yvonne and Deena Galich 


In Memory of t Milos and + Bessie Pujo 
Ned and Yolande Pujo 


In Memory of t Jovo Kragulj and t Bosa Kragulj Dragishich 
Dragan and Robin Kragulj 


In Memory of t John and t Margaret Knesevich 
Mary Ann Knesevich, MD 


In Memory of t Vojislav Rajkovich and t Mara Dukic 
(vijeta Rajkovich 


In Memory of all tSerbian Orthodox Christians of Saint Sava Church 
Saint Sava Serbian Pioneer Club 


In Memory of tKrsman Otasevich 


In Memory of tTed Rudman 
Families of t Ann Gaines, tHelen Dille, George Rudman, 
Dorothy Andrzejewski and Marie Dubie 


In Memory of t George Rudman 
Families of t Ann Gaines, tHelen Dille, tTed Rudman, 
Dorothy Andrzejewski and Marie Dubie 


In Memory of t Milan and t Nick Radjen 
Ruth Radjen 


In Memory of 
tMarko, tBosilika, tSavo, t Karen, tSusan, t Mirko and Steve Vrtikapa 
Vrtikapa Family 


In Memory of t Lazo Kosanovich 
Larry Kosanovich Family 


In Memory of t Nikola Tarailo 
Nick and Kathy Torailo 


In Memory of t June Kosanovich 
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SAINT SAVA VISITOR’S GUIDE DONATIONS 
INDIVIDUALS 


= Mile and Ella Kosanovich 

‘a Dr. Trent and Beth Orfanos and Daughters 
Maria and Svetlana Virijevich 

74 Donald M. and Ann Marie Pujo 


RoseAnne Sturtridge 


SAINT SAVA VISITOR'S GUIDE DONATIONS 
BUSINESSES 


Dennis Svilar, Combined Transport Systems, Inc., Valparaiso, IN 
>, Dragan and Robin Kraguli, Tandem Metals, Inc., Wheeling, IL 
Nicky Jo & Melanie Sever, Inn at Pelican Bay, Naples, FL 

== Deena Galich, Studio Kaja, Hobart, IN 


Milorad and Vera Mileusnic, Lang Motors, Hammond, IN 


Andy Proimos, Prime Time Advertising, Inc., USA Muffler, Merrillville, IN 
Randall H. Rice, Gibson-Lewis, LLC, South Bend, IN 

Stephen R. Stiglich, ISM Security, Lake County, IN 

Eli and Debbie Vujko, Lincoln Ridge Funeral Home, Inc., Schererville, IN 
Nick Kaiafas, The Patio Restaurant and Lounge, Merrillville, IN 
Stilinovich & Wiatrolik Funeral Home, Merrillville, IN 

Calumet Park Cemetery, Merrillville, IN 

Frank Marchione, Marchione Studios, Inc. (Mosaics), Canton, OH 
Pete Todosijevic, Midwest Blacktop Paving Corp., Valparaiso, IN 
Steve and Juanita Kljajich, Euro Grill Restaurant, Merrillville, IN 
Ozinga Indiana RMC, Inc., Crown Point, IN 

Phillip Dane, Burnett - Dane Funeral Home, Ltd., Libertyville, IL 
Niko and Marija Mileusnic, John’s Pizzeria, Griffith, IN 

Jalapenos Restaurant, Highland, IN 

Roger Dodrill, Jr., Dodrill’s Valparaiso Plumbing, Inc., Valparaiso, IN 
Gough Construction, Inc., Merrillville, IN 

Charles Lazarro, The Lazarro Companies, Inc., Merrillville, IN 

Mirko and Djerdjika Kljajic, Ugo Electric, Gary, IN 

Dragan and Susan Labovic, ANTS, Inc., Schererville, IN 

Savich and Semplinski Funeral Directors, Crown Point, IN 

Roy Patel, R & R Colour, Merrillville -IN 

Alex Jovanovich, Illustrator, Hammond, IN 

Bill Potts, Clayton's Restaurant, Valparaiso, IN 

Alexander Desancich, Progressive Pump & Valve, Schererville, IN 
David N. Gilyan, Attorney at Law, Merrillville, IN 

Walter Turulis, Mr. Quick Print, Merrillville, IN 
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1am the light of the world, he who follows Me shall not 
walk in darkness, but have everlasting life. John 8:12 


IN MEMORY OF tJOHN (YANKO) BUHA 


John Buha Family 


| IN MEMORY OF TGEORGE (DJURO) BOSKOVICH 
Mike, Yvonne and Deena Galich 


Dennis Svilar 
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Blessed is the way in which thou shall walk today, O soul, 
for a place of rest has been prepared for thee. 


Orthodox Funeral Service 


IN MEMORY OF OUR DEAR BROTHER & UNCLE TTED RUDMAN 

The Family of t Ann Gaines 

The Family of tHelen Dille 
George Rudman and Family 
Dorothy Andrzejewski and Family 
Marie Dubie and Family 


The Family of TAnn Gaines 

The Family of THelen Dille 

The Family of tTed Rudman 
Dorothy Andrzejewski and Family 
Marie Dubie and Family 


IN MEMORY OF TNIKOLA TARAILO 


Nick Tarailo and Family 


In the late 1880's his dream was fo 
come to America. 

God only knows where our family 
would be today had he not had the 
courage to fulfill his dream. 


Fala Djedo Nikola. 


Christ is risen from the dead, by death He has undone 
aa and to those in the tomb He has given life. 
Resurrection Troparion — 


IN MEMORY OF TMILOS AND TBOSILJKA PUJO 
Ned and Yolande Pujo 


a 


IN = oe TIOVO KRAGULI AND TBOSA KARGULJ DRAGISHICH 
4 | § = Dragan and Robin Kragulj 
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SAINT SAVA SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH 
IS LOCATED ON 9191 MISSISSIPPI STREET 
j 
al. IN MERRILLVILLE, INDIANA. WHEN TRAVEL- 
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SAINT SAVA SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH 
9191 MISSISSIPPI STREET, MERRILLVILLE, IN 46410 
(219)736-9191, (219)736-7836 FAX 
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